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Jay walking 

Crossing safely to the other side 


Window 

on 

Jordan 


By Kerry O’Neill 

Star Staff Writer 

Rm«? S, d G f 1 ma l n road in Ammun «s like playine 

R “*fn Roulette. You're noi 100 percent sure that 

^ywl y makC K l ° ,he 0ther Sidc ' &”■ S 

.fcf 15 °l cars, buses. Jordanians and tourists 
have SBme goal in mind—getting from A to B 
alive, and preterably in one piece. The shouting of 


shop-keepers, endless beeping of car horns ami 
screeching of brakes all add to ihe general reeling of 
chaos, and anyone choosing to walk on these roads 
instead ol the iar >alcr sidewalks must be mad. 

Travellers gaze down at ihc confusion from their 
hold balconies, happy to be safely away from the 
potential danger below, and hus passengers arc glad 
to be pan of the stream of traffic, rather than strug- 
gling through the crowds on the sidewalk. 


So why docs half the population of Amman prefer 
io walk on the road itself, rather than on the pur¬ 
pose-built sidewalks? There arc many reasons. Mai 
Shawhkch. a geography teacher from Um OLheina. 
has a very practical answer. "It's simply easier. Most 
people are on the roads because they are waiting for 
a taxi, or because there are too many shops and stalls 








Continued on page 2 
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Albright to deliver 
‘stern message’ to 
Arafat, Netanyahu 
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From agency reports 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
As she arrived here early 
Wednesday on her first offi¬ 
cial visit to the region. US 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright was greeted by a 
Middle East peace process in 
crisis—its participants angry, 
its progress stopped dead and 
its future uncertain. 

Her visit comes while the 
images arc still fresh from a' 
bloody attack in which Pales¬ 
tinian suicide bombers killed 
five Israelis in the heart of 
Jerusalem last week, and in 
ihe wake of Israeli Prime.M*n- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
decision to indefinitely post¬ 
pone any further Israeli with¬ 
drawals from land on the West 
Bank. 

Three days before her arri¬ 
val. leaders of Jordan, Egypt 
and the Palestinians Sunday 
maneuvered for the high 
ground in talks with Washing- 
Ton. calling on Israel to fulfill 
its commitments under peace 
accords with the Palestinians. 
Israel has unilaterally sus¬ 
pended implementation of the 
accords in response to what it 
says are Palestinian failures to 
crack down on terrorism. 

Meeting in Cairo. His 
Majesty King Hussein. Egyp¬ 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
and Palestinian Authority 
President Yasser Arafat issued 
a statement calling on Israel to 
refrain from activities that 
undermine “the spirit of 
peace" and to carry out its 
pledges for further troop with¬ 
drawals from the West Bank 
as spelled out in the peace 
accords. 

But the message also was 
intended for Albright, whose 
first trip to the region as secre¬ 
tary of state coincides with a 
deepening crisis in Arab- 
Isrueli relations. 

Albright will meet people 
IruMrated, angry and uncoop¬ 
erative on all sides: Israelis 
because they have been denied 
the security they had assumed 
would be a byproduct of 
peace. and Palestinians 
because—Tour years after Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat 
‘.hook hands on the White 
House lawn—they are still 
without cither the land or tne 
siaw for which they have so 
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Arab Bank 
establishes 
Centralized Global 
Treasury Unit in 
London 

1 See page 5 
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UNRWA revokes 
decision to 
impose charges 
on its services 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL: Mexican farmers perform the "Danza de la Pluma", which 
is danced at an annual harvest festival in a hillside amphitheater near Oaxaca Citv . 
Mexico. It is believed the dance is part of an ancient Aztec ritual that dates three 
thousand years back . Los Ang eles Times photo by Cary Friedman J 

Calls grow for Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanon 
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long been fighting. 

“People are clearly despair¬ 
ing that anything good can 
come out of this visit." said 
Jonathan Kullah. a Palestinian 
lawyer and activist who was a 
supporter of the peace process 
for many years. “We're frus¬ 
trated and outraged, and we 
can see now that the peace 
process has been dead for 
more than a year." 

Into this depressing quag¬ 
mire steps Albright—onto 
streets where Jewish crowds 
are calling for “death to the 
Arabs" and where even mid¬ 
dle-class Palestinians refuse to 
condemn 'the suicide 
bombings. 

She will confer with leaders 
whose trust for one another, 
tentative even in the best of 
rimes, has deteriorated to 


nothing. 

“Lacking a magic formula." 
editorialized rhe centrist Israeli 
newspaper Maariv this week. 
"Madeleine Albright can 
hardly be expected to produce 
a solution." 

From all reports, it sounds 
as though she has no such for¬ 
mula. Albright's plan, aides 
say now. is to deliver a stem 
message to both sides. She 
will chide Arafat, the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority president, for 
sending mixed messages on 
terrorism and for failing to act 
decisively against Hamas, and 
she will call on him to create a 
climate in which violence can¬ 
not thrive. 

At the same lime, she will 
demand that Netanyahu accept 
his own responsibility for the 

Continued on page 2 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
As vet another Israeli soldier 
was killed Sunday on Lebanese 
soil. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu sought tu 
hall the growing call for "Israel 
to end its costly occupation of 
southern Lebanon. The latest 
death, in a pre-dawn attack on 
an Israeli army outpost by Leb¬ 
anese national resistance fight¬ 
ers. hit home in a nation still 
burying the victims of last 
week's triple suicide bombings 
m central Jerusalem and a dis¬ 
astrous Israeli commando raid 
in Lebanon. 

Four people were killed 
along with the bombers in 
Thursday's Jerusalem auack: :i 
few hours later. 12 soldiers 
died in the botched Lebanon 
operation. As the Israeli cabinet 
convened to discuss the latest 
attack and last week's double 
blow, politicians from across 
the spectrum—including such 
longtime hawks as cabinet min¬ 
ister Ariel Sharon—called on 
the government to re-examine 
the policy that has kepi thou¬ 
sands of Israeli troops inside 
Lebanon. 

But Netanyahu tried to quell 
the growing debate, telling his 
ministers their "rash" discus¬ 
sion of a unilateral withdrawal 
from Lebanon could provoke 
further .attacks by Lebanese 
Hezbollah guerrillas, according 
to a cabinet statement. 
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Lebunese soldiers examine Thursday's attack scene 


The government insists that 
Israel must continue to occupy 
a narrow swath along the Leba¬ 
nese horde r to protect northern 
Israeli communities from 
cross-border attacks, though 
the military losses from this 
ope ration, especially recently, 
have far exceeded any harm 
caused to civilians by rocket 
attacks or raids. 

“I'd be ihc first to want to 
leave Lebanon, but I don't 
want to leave it in such a way 
that Lebanon follows me into 
the north of Israel.” Netanyahu 
told Fox television in an inter¬ 
view Sunday. 

Still, the push for a Lebanon 
pull-out is a rowing—and in 


some surprising quarters. 
Sharon—a hard-line former 
general who spearheaded 
Israel's 1982 invasion of Leba¬ 
non with thousands of troops 
and was forced to resign as 
defense minister after a massa¬ 
cre in Palestinian refugee 
camps—suggested in a com¬ 
mentary published Sunday that 
he might support a withdrawal 
Trom Lebanon, even in the 
absence -of a peace agreement 
with Syria. 

Syria, with more than 35.000 
troops in Lebanon is the main 
power-broker there and is a 
key hacker of Hezbollah. Writ- 


By Raed Al Abed pita 

Star Sniff Writer ral.s 

AT LAST tension among the N 

3.5 million Palestinian refu- clue 

gees in Jordan. Syria. Palestine inte. 

and Lebanon has been cased. men 

since UNRWA announced the non 

| cancellation of recent rcduc- rent 

: lions in the Agency 
j services. ' 

Alter a week of 
strikes and sci-ins by 
refugees. UNRWA 
| Coimnissioner- 
| General Peter Hun- 
! sen succeeded in ob- 
j Mining over ’>1*1 
, million in new 
, pledges from donor 
j countries Inr the 
I Agency's regular 1 
j programs in fyy?. 

As a result UNRWA • 
is now able to re¬ 
voke some of the 
cuts in Agency ser- . 
vices which it had 
been forced to intro- ] 
duce ««n 19 August. 

During a meeting . 
of major donor and i 

host governments ■_ 

held in Amman. Peter Hansen 
I uesdav. only a few 
donors agreed to 
give additional funding to eov- *T 

er the organization's $20 mil- Agen 

lion deficit. Hans 

UNRWA had been facing a es a 
gap of $70 million between the meeii 
budget approved by the UN sped 

General Assembly and its esii- had i 
mated I9y7 income. Austerity measi 

measures had achieved savings not cc 

of some $50 million, hut Ho 

around $20 million remained dealir 

unfunded as of mid-AugusL millic 

This situation had forced the look I 
Agency to announce a series of not a 

emergency measures, includ- emph; 

ing a review of school charges. The 

a freeze on the recruitment of worst 

249 additional teachers needed “We \ 
Agency-wide to cope with the we cj 
growth in the student popula- Hunse 

lion, and a 15 percent reduc- Dur 

lion in international staff. The semati 

continuation of the Agency’s ihe r 

portion of university scholar- Hanse 

ships, and a freeze in hospital WA is 

reimbursements and referrals but de 

for November and December popuf; 

1997 were also affected. He i 

Mr Hansen announced that concct 

the decision to impose school about 

charges on Palestine refugee mcasu 

pupils attending UNRWA nounci 

schools and the freeze in hos¬ 


pital reimbursements and refer¬ 
rals would be lifted. 

Measures still in force in¬ 
clude a 15 percent reduction in 
international Malf. The recruit¬ 
ment < if additional teachers into 
normal stall positions will also 
remain frozen. 


.. \^;> v 
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“The situation facing the 
Agency remains critical." Mr 
Hansen said. "The new pledg¬ 
es announced at Tuesday's 
meeting were directed at the 
specific $20 million gap which 
had prompted the emergency 
measures. Even that gap was 
not completely closed." 

However. UNRWA is still 
dealing with a deficit of $50 
million this year and the out¬ 
look for the "next two years is 
not at all clear." Mr Hansen 
emphasized. 

The new pledges eased the 
worst pressure 'in UNRWA. 
"Wc will survive this year, but 
we cannot afford to relax." Mr 
Hansen added. 

During a meeting with repre¬ 
sentatives of UNRWA staff and 
the refugee community. Mr 
Hansen confirmed that UNR¬ 
WA is getting the same income 
but demand is growing and the 
population is increasing. 

He conveyed to delegates the 
concerns expressed to him 
about the repercussions of the 
measures which had Ixren an¬ 
nounced by the Agency in Au- 

Continued on page 2 
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i»sioe j The lessons of Mother Teresa 


Debunking a myth of goodness always has its uses , one of the chief uses being 
that you don’t have to look at yourself, your own failings, quite as closely . So 
there were those who wished to tear her down 



# Palestinian art 
In focus,. poge 6 

# Of fairy tales 

; and unending sa¬ 
gas, m e 4 

0 Weekend* 

Diana, the last day, 
page U 


By Paul Hendrickson 
WASHINGTON—All of last 
week the world has heard tne 
word “humanitarian.“ It s 
been connected 
to a ravishingly 
beautiful woman i 

who died too 

young and too y, m • 

terribly. But last _ 

Friday, the word W g 

“humanitarian 
look a deeper 
slice a 1 our 

PS A wrinkly, bent. 4-foot-ll. 
87-vear-oid- globally admired 
holy woman died in Calcutta. 

Her name was Mother Teresa. 

She died of heart ailments and 
malaria and simple old age. 


teon Mother Teresa: As with 

jl 0 f | as[ Princess Diana, though noi for 
heard the the same reasons, her name 
- it-c came to have an amazing and 
an ' mythic quai- 

— iiy. You could 

# say it in prac¬ 
tically any 
comer of the 
globe. and 

Report fS.y k “ w 

* whom you 

meant. It was 
a name that 
i fnnt-11 stood overwhelmingly for 
good works. It was a name 
' Calcutra dial came io be so much 
Teresa* larger rhan ihe name itself. 

. Tr.fi She was an enduring sym- 
ia d bol of the idea of selflessness 


in a society that seems io be 
in a crazed sprint to self¬ 
obsession. Just having her 
there, in our world und in our 
imagination, was a kind of 
stay against the demons of 
pettiness, pride, all kinds of 
casual cruelty. 

She showed us that we 
could be our heller selves. 
That sounds almost quaint, 
certainly not cool, though it 
happens to_ be true. Mother 
Teresa, uncanonized “.saint of 
the Indian gutters.” Mother 
Teresa, humankind's wizened 
little Catholic missionary nun. 
the one in the coarse while 
habit and blue-bordered head¬ 
dress who wished only to go 
about helping the poor and the 


destitute little by little. Say 
the name, her name, and you 
see the prayer-lipped hands. 
She is bowing, holding beads, 
grinning, h it the grin of the 
serenely know ing? 

As open as she was. there 
was always u distance. Per¬ 
haps one of the things that 
make her so difficult to com¬ 
prehend in a secular world is 
lhai she was always and ever 
an old-l.tshioned Catholic. 
Meaning ihjt she understood: 
as it says in the Bible, that the 
poor we shall always have 
with us. The poor can redeem 
us. The poor can show us the 
way The poor can make us 
blessed. 


Continued on page 3 !_ 
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Riding the buses 




in southern Jordan 


By Kerry O’Neill 

Special la The Star 

HEADING TO Aqaba recently lor "Oper¬ 
ation- Spend Birthday on Beach", every¬ 
thing seemed as smooth as the surface of 
the inviting Red Sea on a peculiarly calm 
day. Bui there’s one thing I forgot. Not 
my passport or bikini, but the fact that I 
was in Jordan. And trips without ‘hic¬ 
cups" in Jordan arc about as common as a 
cheap bnirle of water in Petra. 

Finally escaping the scary gentleman 
who'd followed me from Downtown to 
Wahadat bus station made the four-hour 
trip to Aqaba quite relaxing, until the 
guidebook mentioned that tankers some¬ 
times ‘lose control and explode* on the 
Desert Highway. Fantastic! 

Safely in Aqaba. I immediately 
bumped into Fiona, a friend troin 
Amman. She rescued me from potential 
loneliness, and I rescued her from a shop¬ 
keeper who'd passed the “Special 
price...you like to drink tea'.’" stage and 
was practising his “So what are doing 
tonight?” technique. 

At Pclra Hotel, a cheap'n"cheerful" 
place in central Aqaba, the boss somehow 
managed to find us a room without win- 
Jows. balcony or sea-view. Well, what 
did wc expect for two dinars? Waking up 
to bird-song from the pet-shop outside 
was better than car horns, anyway. 

Thursday nighi was spent enjoying 
huimnous. salad, spicy felafel. fried 


aubergine and chicken "spleens" (appar¬ 
ently; in Al-Shami Restaurant, sharing 
our mountain of food with the amused 
locals. The souvenir and book shops dis¬ 
played many Arabic cookery hooks, so 
now friends at home can enjoy Lhe 
delights of ‘chicken spleens a-la-Aqaba" 
too. Bet they can't wail. 

Wanting The Perfect Suntan" us a 
birthday present. Friday was spent snor¬ 
kelling (choking to death) and sun¬ 
bathing (acquiring third degree bums) at 
the Royal Diving centre. Warnings saying 
“Don't w.\.iic water, you are in a desert" 
reminded you of Jordan's water siiuation. 
but seemed out of place next to the poo) 
and the sea. That evening, after a refresh¬ 
ing fruit cocktail at a colorful juice stand, 
wc met some friendly Jordanians who 
accompanied us via Gclato Uno <mmm!) 
to the Al-Cazar Hotel Bar. ‘Happy-hour" 
involved pizza and a beer, with an 
optional game of pool. The har was rela¬ 
tively quiet so. exhausted front Lhe snor¬ 
kelling. we decided to have an early 
night. 

Too much sun plus not enough suntan- 
lotion. equals no birthday on beach. A 
Plan ‘B* was needed. Being optimistic 
(unrealistic) tourists, an afternoon at Dana 
Nature Reserve before taking the King's 
Highway to Amman via Kerak and Wadi 
Ai Mujib in time for a birthday party at 
7pm sounded ideal, and within our time 
limit. It all looked so close on the map. 


Two long bus journeys brought us to 
Qadiscyyuh via Mu"an. nearly ihrco hours 
later, at 2pm. Now. there are two roads 
from Qadiscyyuh to Dana. ‘Good Road’ 
for locals, and ‘Half-built Scenic Route" 
for wc tourists who. supposedly, like 
hreathtaking views. The driver and 
school children found our screams hilari¬ 
ous. "What do you mean you want In live 
to sec another birthday7" 1 

Dana is a peaceful village with pano¬ 
ramic views over Wadis Dana and Amha. 
hut confused us. Where was the working 
village, where local handicrafts are made 
and sold? Up at the RSCN reserve com¬ 
plex. kilometres away. Wc were disap¬ 
pointed and had no lime or transport in 
reach the complex. With lhe impression 
that more co-operation between Dana vil¬ 
lage and lhe RSCN wouldn't go amiss, 
we left at 4pm to he in Amman lor 7pm. 
Bi'aliLunina. Or in English: In our 
dreams. 

There were lew buses, and our budget 
didn't involve taxi prices, so we hitched 
to neighbouring Tafileh then onto lyees" 
village, just missing the last bus to 
Amman. Whilst waiting at the Kcrak- 
Amman junction lor cars, the police 
arrived and. despite my explanation about 
the buses, took u.s back to Tillich. They 
promptly disappeared, telling us to wait 
‘one minute'. Thirty ‘one-minutes' later, 
it was dark, wc were worried and the 
party in Amman was going »»n without us. 








On the road again 


A crowd of curious shopkeepers was 
gathering fif there were so many of them 
with so little to do. why didn't one of 
them just drive us home?!) who kept 
repealing "Fish Bus." Fish bus. chicken 
bus. jny bus. we weren’t fussy. Alas, in 
Arabic that means ‘No bus'. On the verge 
or hilling someone or tears. I pulled out 
my unconvincing journalist credentials, 
while my friend produced some UN iden¬ 
tification. saying we were heading to 
Amman for a highly important mission. 
Yeah, a birthday party. 

It worked, for Five minutes later at 
7pm. they had convinced a kind man in a 
flashy car to take us to Kerak. “Really, 
we'd love m meet your family, just not 


right now." In Kerak. time was more 
important than money, so we extrava¬ 
gantly 'bought' the empty bus seats and 
sped to Amman. Unfortunately it was too 
dark to see the Castle, or Wadi AI Mujib. 
Maybe next time. 

Relaxing over our long drinks in 
Amman's Irish Pub* as midnight struck 
that night, we were finally able to laugh 
about the whole fiasco. With more time, 
organization and buses, we could have 
enjoyed the beautiful south of Jordan infi¬ 
nitely more. But six hours in seven differ¬ 
ent vehicles to spend two hours in a 
deserted village? One birthday a year is 
quite enough! ■ 


UNR WA revokes decision to 


impose charges on its services 


NMC seeks to provide another 
thunderous scholastic year 


Continued from page 1 


gust, and circulated copies of 
petitions received by UNRWA 
in recent days protesting 
against cuts in (he Agency’s 
services. 


Minister calms 
press fears 


MINISTER OF State for 
Information Affairs Dr 
Samir Mutaweh said 
there is no intention on 
the part of the govern¬ 
ment to shut down the 
weekly press, confirming 
that revoking licences or 
dosing down newspapers 
is not on the agenda. “We 
are not even thinking 
about it," be was-quoted 
as saying by AI Arab AI 
Youm daily. 

“We only asked some 
newspapers for their bal¬ 
ance sheets which" we be¬ 
lieve are Important to 
prove that the weeklies 
have readjusted their sit¬ 
uation,” Mutaweh said. 
He denied rumours about 
a government decision to' 
dose down some weeklies.. 

Last Tuesday weekly, 
newspapers represents-.- 
fives held a meeting at the 
Jordanian. Press Associa¬ 
tion headquarters, and 
decided to release a • 
memo to explain their 
stance towards the Press 
and Publication tempo¬ 
rary Law. ■ 


“The drop in your 
support to UNRWA 
will increase the frus¬ 
tration of the refugees 
where ever they arc. 
and will make the de- j ■ 
sired peace and stabili¬ 
ty in the region impos¬ 
sible to achieve." This 
is a petition that was 
presented to the donor , 
countries’ officials. * 
“The situation in the I 
region may explode ( 
once again,” it 
stressed. 

Speaking on behalf 
of the representatives, k ,J 
Mr Mohammad AI 
Mohaisen said that “It 
is a moral obligation 
of the donor countries 
to meet their commit¬ 
ments towards Pales- Pales 
tinian refugees." headt 

UNRWA, however, 
maintains some of the 
measures imposed on 
19 August. The Commissioner- 
General shid that the Agency 
would continue to provide 
scholarship subsidies for exist¬ 
ing recipients. Under current 
funding projections, however, 
it would only be possible to fi¬ 
nance new scholarships if spe¬ 
cial additional funding was se¬ 
cured. 

“We will consider in detail 
how we can best meet the chal¬ 
lenge of providing quality edu¬ 
cation for the refugee school 
pupils now and in the future,” 
Mr Hansen said. 

During the meeting, the Jap¬ 
anese Government announced 
that its annual pledge of about 
$12.6 million for 1997. includ¬ 
ing a substantial proportion for 
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Palestinian women refugees hold a set-in outside the UNRWA 
headquarters in Amman, Tuesday 


(Photo by Yannick Lainei 


UNRWA’s regular budget, 
would be paid before the end 
of this year, rather than early in 
1998 in accordance with the 
Japanese fiscal year. Japan also 
announced its intention to pro¬ 
vide additional amounts for the 
special needs of Palestine refu¬ 
gees in Lebanon and for food 
aid in 1997. 

The United States. UNR¬ 
WA's largest single cash donor 
country, announced $7.5 mil¬ 
lion in additional funds for the 
Agency in 1997. including $ 1.5 
million for emergency assis¬ 
tance in Lebanon. The Nether¬ 
lands and Germany each 
pledged about $1 million, and 
Italy pledged about $0.9 mil¬ 
lion. Spain pledged about 


$500,000. Luxembourg an¬ 
nounced that it would consider 
pledging an additional amount 
in the next few weeks. 

UNRWA's major donors and 
host governments were called 
to discuss the Agency's draft 
1998-1999 hudget to be pre¬ 
sented to the United Nations 
General Assembly later this 
year. Mr Hansen told delegates 
at the meeting that a financially 
crippled UNRWA would be a 
negative political factor for the 
region. “The costs of restoring 
our operations, should they be 
suspended or canceled, would 
vastly outweigh the modest 
sums the Agency needs." Mr 
Hansen said, ■ 


THE NATIONAL Music Con¬ 
servatory tNMC/Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation) is one of 
the national Jordanian institu¬ 
tions that has contributed to 
the cultural life of Jordan by 
rendering a unique musical 
experience. Since its formation 
in 1986. the NMC has devel¬ 
oped a specialized music edu¬ 
cational system to enable stu¬ 
dents to study any orchestral 
instrument. These include 
Arab musical instruments, 
piano, guitar and a number of 
supplementary courses that 
aim tn enrich the musical char¬ 
acter oft he student. 

This internationally accred¬ 
ited educational system is 
enhanced by highly qualified 
Jordanian. Arab and foreign 
faculty members holding high 
degrees from some oF the most 
prestigious academies around 
the world. The instructors, who 
are experienced in the fields of 
performance and leaching, 
make the NMC musical system 
prestigious for either amateurs 
or professional student 
musicians. 

Since it was established, the 
NMC has given special atten¬ 
tion to collaborating with Arab 


and international music bodies. 
On the Arab level, the NMC 
enjoys strong ties with the 
Arab League's Academy of 
Music, having organized its 
functions there for a number of 
years—the NMC Director is 
the Vice President of the 
Academy. 

Internationally, the NMC 
became the local representa¬ 
tive of the Examinations of the 
Associated Board of the Royal 
Schools of .Music in 1991 , ena¬ 
bling students to receive certif¬ 
icates that are accredited 
worldwide. 

In 1993, the NMC signed an 
agreement with France's Corn 
servatoire de Region de Bou¬ 
logne. Bilancoun. According 
to the agreement, the two con¬ 
servatories would cooperate in 
the field of music education. It 
provides NMC students with 
the opportunity to sit for the 
examinations at the French 
Conservatory. Students would 
receive a diploma similar to 
that given by the French 
Conservatory. 

The NMC has graduared a 
number of students who fin¬ 
ished the pre-college level and 
are currently at the College 


level. In addition, students 
were sent to resume their high¬ 
er music education abroad. 
Lara Jammai was the first to be 
sent to resume her violin stud¬ 
ies in Ranee. Eyad AI Awadi 
is currently studying composi¬ 
tion at the Bela Russia Music 
Academy. This year. Karma 
Elias will start higher violin 
studies at Trinity College in 
Britain, and Malak Taher will 
soon receive her Bachelor’s 
from the Welsh Academy of 
Music and Fine Arts. 

The NMC has established a 
number of groups that allow 
students to practice their spe¬ 
cialized instrument , beside 
peers and instructors. Each of 
these ensembles are available 
in three formations according 
to ability, be that preparatory, 
advanced or professional. 
These groups include the Or¬ 
chestra. Wind Ensemble, Choir 
and Arab Music Ensemble, all 
of which are part of the NMC. 

The new scholastic year will 
begin with an extension pro¬ 
gramme that allows all those 
interested in studying the in¬ 
strument of choice on a limited 
hourly basis.® 


Jay walking 
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NAJLA INTERNATIONAL CO. 
ANNOUNCES THE ARRIVAL OF 


FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE NEAR EAST WE ARE JUST 
ONE TELEPHONE CALL AWAY 
UPON REQUEST 

TAXI & LIMOUSINE SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENCE 

MULTI UNCUAL DRIVERS, TELEPHONE (GSM) ft AIRCONDniON 
WE WILL TAKE YOU ANY WHEREIN AMMAN ft ALL0VER JORDAN 
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Under the Patronage of T.R.H. 
Prince Faisal and Princess Alia 
And 

In the Presence of the 


Russian Ambassador 

Freddy For Music 

Presents 

A Russian Piano Recital 


fining the sidewalk.’^ 

Local taxi drivers* wailing at 
the roadside in Abdali don't 
even appear to view the matter 
nor the implications for road 
safely as a problem, with one 
saying “No. I don't think there 
are any accident statistics on 
the mailer, it's not a crime to 
walk on the road, is it?" In 
some countries yes it is. but in 
Jordan apparently not. Which 
is probably a good thing, 
because the police wouldn't 
have time to do anything else 
hut arrest hundreds of so-called 
‘jay walkers' daily, making 


their prison cells full to break¬ 
ing point with this new type of 
‘harmless’ law-breaker. 

Tourists seem to have differ¬ 
ent reasons again for taking 
their chondes amongst the beep¬ 
ing, speeding vehicles on the 
roads. Ruth Jones, a visitor 
from Paris who has had some 
'unpleasant experiences' with 
male pedestrians, says “I’d 
rather risk being squashed in 
the tide of motorized traffic 
than in the sea of pedestrians; I 
feel safer.” Another, Sean 
Michaels from England, says “1 
often find myself walking next 
to the cars, because f cross the 
road through a gap in the rail¬ 


ings, and can’t find a gap the 
other side." For travellers with 
legs aching from exploring Jor¬ 
dan’s many castle ruins, 
another reason for jay-walking 
is the thought of the ‘kerb¬ 
stones’, frequently as much as 
0.4 meters high. “If 1 wanted to 
climb over old stones, I would 
have stayed in Petra!" com¬ 
mented one exhausted Japa¬ 
nese woman. 

So, the busy sidewalk shops, 
the masses of people nisbing in 
all directions and the fact that 
no-one seems to care are all 
working together to create a 
situation where soon, no-one 
will use the sidewalks at all, as 
they'll all be in the middle of 
the road. And where will that 
leave the cars? Your guess is as 
good as mine. ■ 


bv Oksana Musleh 

For Tchaikovsky <£- Rachmaninoff 


Calls grow for Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanon 
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At the Royal Cultural Centre 
on 14 September 1997. at 8 p.m. 


Ticket Price: JD 5 
Available at: 

Freddy for Music. Tel. 692696. 701888 
The Rovai Cultural Centre. Tel: 669026 


JAZZ CONCERT... JAZZ CONCERT... JAZggg 

French Pianist Laurent de Wilde §iig 
; 'amuirs Jazz Trio S^|g| 

• —oh Saturday, September 13th 1997 at 8:30 P.M. 

... iffthelRgyal Cultural Centre. 
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Tickets sere still available for 5 J.D.. only 
‘V- -jattlje French Cultural Centre, 

~ Tef=637Q09 - 636 445 - 612568 
or at the Royal Cultural Centra, Tel. 669 082 
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ing in the daily Ycdiot Aharo- 
noL Sharon said the govern¬ 
ment has two options: To use 
its air force for increased 
attacks in Lebanon or "to with¬ 
draw from southern Lebanon, 
on the basis of our own deci¬ 
sion and timetable without 
any political negotiation 
between ourselves and Syria." 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy also called for a “thor¬ 
ough assessment" of the situa^ 
tion in Lebanon and several 
cabinet ministers asked for a 
special session to discuss the 
matter. Meanwhile, encour¬ 
aged hy a poll showing that 
more than half of Israelis sup¬ 
port the idea of a unilateral 
withdrawal from Lebanon, 
opposition Labor party legisla¬ 
tor Yossi Beilin announced 
this weekend that he will form 
a political movement, to urge 
an immediate puil-out. 

■ One natural constituency is 
likely to be the mothers of 
Israeli soldiers in Lebanon, 
many of whom have come out 


publicly in recent months in 
favor of such a withdrawal. 
“More and more people are 
beginning to understand that 
we cannot go on like this," Bei¬ 
lin said. 

But not all members of the 
Israeli left support the idea, any 
more than the Israeli right uni¬ 
formly opposes it. Yossi Sand, 
leader of the leftist Meretz 
Party, on Sunday repeated his 
rejection of the idea of a unilat¬ 
eral pull-out. Given Syria’s key 
role in Lebanon. Sarid said. 
Israel must reach a peace 
agreement with the Damascus 
government before calling its 
soldiers home. 

Israel's occupation of south¬ 
ern Lebanon was based on the 
idea that control of the border 
area was crucial to protect 
civilians in northern Israel 
from attack. The nine-mile- 
wide strip, which Israel 
describes as its security zone, 
was established in 1985 when 
the majority of Israel’s troops 
pulled back across the border. 

But many are growing impa¬ 


tient with the mounting toll in 
Lebanon, with commentators 
increasingly comparing Israel’s 
role there with that of the 
United States in Vietnam. With 
the suicide bombings in pedes¬ 
trian malls and vegetable mar¬ 
kets in Jerusalem, the losses in 
Lebanon have left Israelis feel¬ 
ing depressed, and vulnerable, 
their confidence shaken in the 
ability of the Israeli military 
and security forces to protect 
residents near the border and in 
Israel's largest cities. 

“It is as though Israel has 
lost its magic touch." colum¬ 
nist Hemi Shalev wrote Sunday 
in the daily Maariv newspaper. 
“We have become a kind of 
King Midas in reverse, whose 
touch ruins everything." 

So far this year. 30 Israeli 
soldiers have been killed across 
the border, and 73 others died in 
the crash of two Lebanon-bound 
helicopters in February. ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 
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ih at Israel (ive Bp^-g^m 
commitments ' to. 
draw from occra#d^|js 
ritory. She wi If make iUJT;." 
ilr;i. thai the exjw^mi^T 

Jewish 
and - near - 
ncighl^ ,r hn<>dsr--^ideh 
the"-new • neighborbooSfv p 

being huiU at JnhaFWMP* 
Ghneira m ;.-«ccu#kI£ g 
East Jerusalem^ ■ v ^ 
sparked the - d ^ 

spiral of the pebce pre^ £ 
cess in March—are mtk i. s 
unnecessary: unhelpfafg f- 
provocation.... :• y.?. 

Blushing . . . £ 

demands to focus - 

sively on icrrorissn, 

Israel’s uoubledrsem^j; t: 

ity siiuation Ajbripr^ ~ 
said she will urge fsrafc?^ 

(is and Palestinians y 

shoulder "rnunij&lj k 

responsibility". ' . , •/ ■'fof-tfj 
restarting -the -rsta lfeiFj r -j 
peace process. Talking^ V 
to reporters aboard litt"'."* 
aircraft en route,"/Aft?-:an 
right said both;,. Israel F 
and the Palestinians. 7 : V 
must keep the pledges 1 - 
they made ih the 1993‘_K ■/ 
peace accord negotiated -j v 
in Oslo. Norway, "apCJ £ 
signed on " lhft~Whfte *■_. y 
House lawn. L 

“Oslo has bceb^-tmdTT : " 
is—a very . impdrtJBat'J- 
process." Albright said.'-^* :.~ 

In an apparent effoij .- r 
to show she means bus?: 
ness. Albright ■ hasi>; r-. 
reportedly refused 'per-r.j 
sonal invitations to dine.- 
or socialize with eilhezt ; 
Netanyahu or Arafat,’^: i 
and will instead take her6 
case directly to the peo-V! ^ 
pie. speaking before * £ 
Israeli schoolchildren, in fat 
Jerusalem and Palestir^ ; 
ian schoolchildren in the: 1 ■: 
West Bank city : of V f 
Ramaliah. '" Ti'v h 

She also will visitv v jx 
wounded Israelis in lhe 1 * - 
hospital and visit the,i *; 
Yad Vashem Holocaust£ T < 
Memorial to learn mo«:> 
about the death H 

own Jewish . relatively f 
After two days in IsraeLj. 
she will move on .-tp^ ■ 
Syria. Egypt. Jordan and i t L 
the Guff. •• y " f. 

When all is said arid _ 
done, it is not dear 
whether Albright's:;- 
harsh words and synn 1 ;" J 
bo lie gestured—if - \ 

indeed that is all she v 

bringing with her—wifi 
be any more effective ( 
than all the other harsh Vf 
words and symbols -tff-t 
recent months. Or pet-' - 
haps, at the ," last _. ... 
moment, she'll pull a/ 
promising new initiative 
or a face-saving corcr- y c 
promise out of her 
pocket. . . ... 

Either way. many, j 
observers believe tho ; : 
time for action Was 
months ago. Former US-:■ 
Assistant Secretary of ; 
State Robert Pelletreati.; 
argues, for instance* that " 
Albright, who has ^ f 
in office since January, 
stayed away from the-. 
Middle East for top:'- :• 
long. While Netanyahu . 
was being pushed, to the. -.■ 
right by his cabinet"aiid'.: F 
his traditional political - 
base. there was no US ; 
counterpressure to keep.; 
him on the road to. . 
peace. 

Another subject that . - 
may be broached during;- 
Albright's visit" " ;is " ;* 
Israel's peace negpiia?^' • • 
lions with Syria, which' ; 
were broken off in May 
1996. Israel Radfp-. 

. reported Tuesday that a ’. 
top Netanyahu forelgrrV y 
policy adviser.. v.Uzr.’v 
Arad, had held -"^5cret ^ -f:- 
lalks” in Europe bvee" - 
night focused on resura-:; . 3 
ing the negotiations. ■ : i f . 

Observers here cai)> ?! 
lion that despite the peS- i; 
simism. the peace prqr. 
cess has a dynamic'^ >>• 
its own—and "despite;-; 
repeated rutnors bfrits ';. 
demise, it.has ov«r the% 
past four years ''with-; “T 
stood riots■ arid assassk;. 
nations and massacteS". T‘ 
among other things’-^ V-: 

For both. Arafat .and.. 
Netanyahu,.. they. >3id, J 
there is still much ip-be^ 
gained by 'moving- fbfc-:’. 
ward, if they cam daso v 
without losing face tac¬ 
tile eyes of their constit- J 
uents. And if the pusli to— - - 
restart the process is » . 
come from /anywhere, 
virtually eyeryone 
agrees it will come from ' 
the United States. ■- - l 


LA Times-Washtngfms 
Post News Service 
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Havel to 

visit 

Jordan 

■ President of 
the Czech 
Republic Vaclav 
Havel and his 
spouse will start 
a three-day visit 
to Jordan on 20 
September. 

They are com¬ 
ing at the invita¬ 
tion of Their 
Majesties King 
Hussein and 
Queen Noor. Mr 
Havel is also vis¬ 
iting Lebanon, 
the Palestine 
National 
Authority areas 
and Israel and is 
heading a large 
delegation or 
businessmen. 


National Islamic coalition 

■ Is there a way out for Islamists who want to boycott the 
elections? Well, there could be. A new National Islamic 
Party for Reform vNIPC) is hurriedly being set up. 
According to the party’s spokesman. Mr Majid Abd Al 
Karim Al Nasr. the coalition will include independent 
Islamists and members of other parties who are poised to 
boycott the November elections. He said these members 
wish to run on an independent ticket irrespective of their 
parties. Already he is suggesting that his party will field up 
to 40 candidates. But could the N1PC be a way out for those 
in the Islamic Action Front who think they should 
participate in the coming elections? People like Bassam Al 
Unioush and Abdallah AI Akaiteh are sticking with the 
boycott decision, but press reports say that they might run 
independently. They are of course denying it, but anything 
could happen. 

Party says it won’t run for elections 

■ The five parties who previously said they would 
participate tn the elections on certain conditions have now 
become four. Officials in the Democratic Popular Unity 
Party said that it has drawn the “conditionality aspect” and 
will not participate in the November parliamentary' elections 
after all. General Secretary' of the party Dr Saeed Thiyab 
said that the government has effectively closed the door on 
dialogue and created an "unobjective atmosphere." The four 
remaining parties who are still holding ranks are: The Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party. The Arab Ba'ath Progressive Party. 
The Jordan Communist Party and the Arab Land Party. 

Hamas leader arrested 

■ Security' forces have, detained the Hamas spokesman in 
Jordan, Mr Ibrahim.;Gosfieh- Minister of State for 
Information Affairs * Dr* Samir Mutaweh said‘the arrest of 
Gosheh was made following his remarks saying that Hamas 
will continue the armed struggle so long as there arc 
Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli jails. Jt was earlier 
thought that the arrest of Gosheh was directly related to 
pressure being put on Jordan by the PNA and Israel to crack 
down on the organization m this country. However Dr 
Mutaweh denied that suggestion, saying that "Jordan is a 
sovereign state which does not act under foreign pressure.” 
Gosheh 'n arrest has caused consternation. Muslim 
Brotherhood Overseer Abdel Majid Thuneibat has already 
contacted Dr Jawad AI Anani. the deputy prime minister for 
development. He in turn promised that Gosheh will be 
released. Earlier. Dr Mutaweh said that Gosheh has made 
statements which go beyond the bounds and commitments 
of the Jordanian law under which he has been given 
permission to stay in the country.. However, Dr Mutaweh 
said that Gosheh. who is being questioned, will be freed 


Gas cylinders 

■ Between 180.000 and 200.000 gas cylinders should be 
destroyed, according to the Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co., 
which has already sent a memorandum to the government 
requesting them to take action on the matter. The 
Ministerial Development Committee in the Prime Ministry 
is still studying the issue and it is hoped that a decision will 
he made at its next meeting, which is due to take place 
shortlv. The Petroleum company already takes out of the 
market about 10.000 gas cylinders every year. A source at 
the Ministry of Energy urged consumers not to buy gas 
cylinders that look worn out. 

Between the anvil and the hammer 

■ The Abu Obeida neighborhood, north ol the Baqa Camp, 
has very few services. This is because it isn’t unefcr the 
jurisdiction of any .municipality. Consequently the SO 

mi lies who live in the neighborhood have no electricity. 
Jrainaee or telephone services. They can t - even get 
nUinninu permission, as they have no authority to apply to. 
Ms people recently appealed to the Abu Nusair Municipality 
! them under its wing as it were but tire request was 
reiecicd. The Services Committee of tire Baqa a Camp 
£iuldn’i take Abu Obeida under its control either, as it is 
T.h . i lies outside their city Imuts. However, rumor 
ITS t£iit SSm for Abu Obeida’s difficulties, is 
has it 'hJJ - I dairv farms in the neighborhood 

arfifECrf ciSving ou< a «.*». «d arcing 
Hies to the area. 

Train stops for a month 

^ "eftnan- nf <hc Jordan Hijazi Line Co. have ooppsj 

■ Service trail D3Ssen pers between Amman. Mairaq. 

carrying goods and P ^ nfi A [urine | js being built under 
Dantiwcusund ^ hjch directly under the rail 
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His Majesty King Hussein, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat discuss efforts 
to salvage the peace process. Sunday. After a meeting held at Kobbeh Palace . Cairo, they issued a joint communique 
calling on Israel to abide by peace commitments and honour previous agreements.The trilateral summit defined a way to 
save the peace process, stressing that all parties involved must be committed in fighting terrorism. They reiterated the 
need to combine efforts to settle a just and comprehensive peace in the region, urging Israel not to take any unilateral 
measures or actions that will negatively affect the course of peace, including building settlements, confiscating Palestin¬ 
ian lands, imposing collective sanctions on Palestinians and Israeli attempts to determine the fate of Jerusalem outside 
the final status negotiations. The three leaders called on all parties to resume intensified peace talks on the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts. 


Diplomats need greater 
media skills, argue experts 


By Ebtisam Al Awadat 

Star Staff Writer 

GLOBAL MASS communica¬ 
tion and its effects on interna¬ 
tional diplomacy came under 
the spotlight this ueek. 

Under the Patronage of His 
Highness Prince Hassan. a con¬ 
ference titled ‘"Communication 
and Diplomacy: New Horizons 
in the Information Age " was 
held in Amman. It was orga¬ 
nized by the Institute of Diplo¬ 
macy. and Al Yarmouk Univer¬ 
sity's Journalism Department 
in cooperation with the Arab 
and United Slates Association 
for Communication Educators 
(AUSACEt. 

The participants were 
experts in ihe fields of commu¬ 
nication and.the mass media, 
coming from Syria. Lebanon. 
Egypt! Tunisia. Morocco. Brit¬ 
ain and the United Suites. 

Dr Mustafa Al Masmoudi. 
ex-minister of information in 
Tunisia, says the conference 
discussed important issues 
especially those relating to dip¬ 
lomatic work and the media. !i 
highlighted new techniques for 
diplomats to use when dealing 
with the media 

The importance of this con¬ 
ference. continues Ai Mas¬ 
moudi. is in the focus it gives 
to studies for making a career 
diplomat. Over 40 working 
papers were presented during 
the three-day conference. 

Al Masmoudi adds that there 
are three important points that 
should be realized from this 
event: Firstly, a diplomat must 
be aware of the curreni impor¬ 
tant issues around him such as 
globalization and economic 
agreements like the Gait, it is 
important for the diplomat to 
know the current economic _ 
laws, its articles and its 
implications. 

Dr Masmoudi says the sec¬ 
ond point is to make sure that 
diplomats have "legal special¬ 
ism” in various fields, the legal 
aspects of the media being only 
one of them. In this respect, 
the diplomat must have an 
extensive cultural background 
to help him deal with laws 
about these subjects in the 
countries in which he works. 

TTie final point Dr Masmoudi 
points out is that a diplomat 
must acquire all the essential 
media skills. In a television 
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A picture from the first day of the conference 


interview for instance, he muM 
choose his words caretullv u> 
be able 10 have a greater impaci 
on the audience. 

When we talk about globali¬ 
zation adds Dr Mustafa, we 
must not forget about the Inter¬ 
net as it's a comprehensive 
channel that diplomats must uti¬ 
lize fully. 

He thought ihai Prince Has¬ 
son’s suggestion of forming a 
committee to deal with the 
issues and recommendations 
provided by the conference was 
very useful. 

While Dr Masmoudi sup¬ 
ports freedom of expression, he 
says “there must he morals to 
judge the whole operation. - In a 
clear reference to the tragic 
death of Princess Diana, he 
adds “I am all for journalistic 
freedom, but won't he satisfied 
if the lens of phoiographcr 
watches me 24 hours a day. I 
don't want this." 

He adds that Princess Diana 
is not the first and won't be the 
Iasi. Today, ihe media and tele¬ 
vision in particular, have 
become very effective tools. 
Society is becoming totally 
dependent on the media. 

"Now we depend on televi¬ 
sion and the Internet and any 
cut in these, means isolation 
from the world." But. the for¬ 


mer Information MiuLter 
points mu. «e must teep on 
our guards. 

"As Arabs we have our own 
culture, values and environ¬ 
ment ami every society has its 
own .specificity. We must deal 
with oilier civ ili/ations without 
isolation hut also without 
becoming buried in their 
history." 

Dr Hussein Al Shcemi. first 
officer in the Media Depart¬ 
ment of the Arabic league says 
that there is a central .id minis¬ 
tration lor media matter.*. As 
far as the Arab League is con¬ 
cerned ihe media and press are 
very important tools to relay 
information to try and under¬ 
stand the negative and positive 
responses in the issues ihai 
concern Arab World. 

On press freedom. Dr AI 
Shcemi adds that "no one can 
restrict others...we must look ur 
freedom j> j gift hut without 
exaggerating iLs use against 
others." He aJds (hat Islam as 
a religion is careful to keep the 
secrets from the peoplc 

Hc said that ihe conference 
even with us many studies 
won't be enough for experts 
and xpecialisls. For him. what 
is important are issues that 
need to he discussed and 
analv/eJ. 


But ii will be useful when we 
get to know its directions and 
the issues they discuss and ana¬ 
lyze. "It doesn’t matter who 
participates in the conference. 
The important thing is what 
benefits you get." 

Dr Shcemi has written and 
translated many books on the 
media. His Iasi hook. In/i'niiiJ- 
tit'n unj Critical Thinking, is 
now* in prim and focuses on 
how- to think, criticize and ana¬ 
lyse without taking information 
as a fact. 

Former Jordan Television 
news presenter Ghaleh Al- 
Hudidi. and who is now respon¬ 
sible for development and train¬ 
ing at Jordan Radio, says that 
"the conference was excellent, 
the subjects and studies were 
very important.” and has a 
futuristic outlook concerning 
the means of communication, 
broader horizons and 
technologies. 

"The participants and organi¬ 
zation were of a high calibre, 
but the presence of ihe media 
llocail wasn’t sufficient. They 
could have transmitted the,ses¬ 
sions on satellites to provide a 
chance for participation of oth¬ 
ers outside Jordan, bui time 
wasn't sufficient for experts lo 
discuss their papers, which 
required ul least one week." ■ 


The lessons of Mother T eresa 


Continued from page 1 

The answer to solving the 
problem of the poor. Mother 
Teresa seems to have known 
instinctively, is not' to storm 
(he gates of the bourgeoisie. 
Rather, just to hear witness. 
To be among the poor. To 
serve them and face their suf¬ 
fering with faith. 

Mother Teresa: Heathens 
knew that name. Infidels 
knew it. Popes and kings and 
bishops and presidents knew 
it- and wanted to be in her 
company. And. yes. cynics by 
the carloads knew the name— 
all those who never wished to 
believe in the first place that 
one small nun could have 
been all the things she was. 

Debunking a myth of good¬ 
ness always has its uses, one 
of the chief uses being that 
you don't have to look at 
yourself, your own failings, 
quite as closely. So there were 
those who wished to tear her 
down. And yet one is tempted 


to say that, long alter the Iasi 
cynic and naysayer i:» dust. 
Mother Teresa, like Albert 
Schweitzer, will continue to 
epitomize the son of person 
who casts off the world and 
goes to work amid the needy. 

As there was in Schweitzer, 
the physician who went in 
Africa, there was in Mother 
Teresa the alchemy of good 
works, great longevity and 
certain exotic qualities ihai 
seemed to siokc the legend. 

Schweitzer was an Alsatian 
medical missionary, a theolo¬ 
gian and a musician. Mother 
Teresa, horn in Macedonia in 
1910 of Albanian parenis. 
began heT missionary work in 
India, and from India that 
work spread worldwide. The 
mystery of how exactly *he 
did it—well. Set historians of 
the next century tell us that. 
She thought her vocation as a 
nun was going to center itself 
as a teacher of upper-class 
young w-omen. The call of the 


pour was too great. She was 
not a perfect person, and there 
is m* inclination here to say 
otherwise. 

One senses from alar that 
she pruh.ihlv dij have her 
eye just a tad ton much on her 
own legacy. One senses from 
afar that perhaps she did 
understand the great journalis¬ 
tic PK machine just a little loo 
cannily lor j person in rclig- 
imis - life. And yet one is 
tempted In say that’s okay If 
anything, her attempt in con¬ 
trol her image, her relish to he 
around the famous and power¬ 
ful. merely speaks of her 
human Ir.iilty 

But think ot all those thou¬ 
sands tmillions’. 1 ) who might 
not have had their bellies led 
or thirst quciiLhed or brows 
dampened with cool cloths, if 
no Mother Teresa of (.'aleutia 
had e*.er existed. With her 
humanness and Irailly. she 
founded n religious order 
called ihe Missionaries of 
Chariiv Reumninu with a sin¬ 


gle convent not quite five dec¬ 
ades ago. she ended up with 
hundreds of religious centers 
and convents tin six 
continents'. 

She also founded a vast 
organization of lay-people 
dedicated to her work and phi¬ 
losophies. She won the Nobel 
Peace Prize. She won so many 
prizes, it would he useless to 
try in name them all here. She 
was in bad health for about 
the last decade and a half. But 
she still tried to travel world¬ 
wide to visit her various sis¬ 
ters and convenis. 

About a year ago she was 
asked—by an interviewer for 
the Ladies' Home Journal, of 
all secular places—if she 
thought much about death. ”! 
sec so much of it." she 
answered. "When my time 
comes. 1 will just lake a bed in 
the house in Kalighai and wait 
for the end." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Teaching Christianity 

The uovemment decision to allow the teaching nt Christian 
religion in |public] schools is not based on logic. Bassam Al 
Umoush wrote in Al HaJJctih weekly. 

The controversial decision has created much debate in the 
country. Dr ^ Al Umaiisli. a 

the- government decision as a 

ing out that it is a pressure ‘ SiVvP? 

tool under the banner or plu- <* v I 

ralism and religious freedom. KVi y ' ;".'J g 

However, he states "We M *V’2*3w 

Muslims believe in 'no coer- A 

cion in religion' and believe 
in the "magnanimous exis- 
lence of Muslims and the 
people of Ihe Book. Chris- ifiSp 
tians and Jews. Our Islamic 
teachings also say that "non- &53&-C 
Muslims must enjoy Muslim 

prolection." I L st . - fii: 

Dr Ai Umoush explained vnmuslt 
that both Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians live in Jordan under a model nf benevolent existence, 
with no offence being made. 

He added that Christians arc practicing their religion in 
churches, and on different ■k.xmmuii.s which confirm their iden¬ 
tity without interference from anybody. He maintained that 
even the Jordanian media and press provide space fur Chris¬ 
tian events. Accordingly. AI Umoush stressed, vve Jo not feel 
that Christians are oppressed and do not Icel dial they are suf¬ 
fering to ease their pain. 

Consequently. Al Umoush believes th.it the idea of teaching 
Christianily in public schools is not proper, "not because we 
reject such education but because it provokes sectarianism 
among the new generations that are living in peace." 

He said why not teach all students Islamic education, hut 
exempt Christians from exams? 

Or. he added, maintain the previous situation of allowing 
Christian teachings in churches. 

I believe that the decision is dangerous and was not based 
on careful consideration. 


Umoush 


if benevolent existence. 


Political conferencing and language 

fa In her weekly column in At/ Dn.\t,<nr daily. Ms Toujan Fai¬ 
sal said that in international conferences where the first, sec¬ 
ond and third worlds meet, one limN that the differences in the 
political language used, are much w idcr than the diflercncc*. in 
the languages themselves. m 


In the first world where 
democracy is more j -• 

entrenched, parliament and &?.*£*’*’■ " • 

government, rulers and npp,.- \. ■■ 

siiion arc “one and united." 1 ‘''[■' 

Despite the diilere-nco ufo.. , 

form. "v..u do not find real 'V ' ■; .• .• 

differences in positions, rinse ,' • 

the interest* are one. those of ■ ..- 

the country's, and the vnimir. '■ 

is in all.” ‘ 

She added that hul lor rep- p .. “ 

resenv.tiivei tTonv the thiie ranot 
world in these eonlerenees. 

the only people who comply with their Mates and ■jo-i.rimi.iii- 
are ihnte who emne from dieutorship., who "Jo in-t ki.ow :l-.e 
taste .it color of democracy ” 

The rest, she added, l.iivi:- lrum Louiilne'. whisit have ri't 
started the democratic struggle. They have a tough mi :n 
tliese eonlerenees and in iheir counines tvcau-c dcm. .lm'Il 
institutions are not complete. They always ti.ivc ;<■ do the 
duties that absent institutions -hould Jo, and ,ils.» in Lonlr.-m 
other institutions and indi» iduals on Ihe other side. 

She stresses that the tragedy o| the absence nl democracy o 
not limited to the loss of internal rights and Irecdoins. h U i n 
makes us lose out in the international arena, forcing us to a*l 
with surprise why they did not eliminate us Irom the p><• 1: 11 c:■ I 
map aliogciher. 


IU4*-LLsLT LTvlYUK^LTsLt'' ' . 
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Lurie’s NewsCartoon 


90% of Tilts is for; 
lake-out food. J 


:} £9 
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(Nows Mnc north Korea's w ur HWe at the U N . has Ban hosfrtnac i it Mew York lor the tost 3 weeks, accunuoted 
SSO.OOO OO ti unpaid Ms. M has no merfical nsuartae or fcianajl support hom hn nepoverahed GovsmmenL) 



Albright’s visit: A bit too late? 

FOUR YEARS ago, this week. Yasser Arafat and Yttzhak Rabin, flanked by an elat¬ 
ed President Clinton, shook hands in front of a public gathering at the White House 
lawn marking a historic agreement between Israel and the Palestinians to end Is¬ 
rael's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. 

On Wednesday. US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright began her much await¬ 
ed visit to the region in a bid to save the little that remains of that agreement But in 
order to achieve her goal, Mrs Albright will have to demonstrate to all parties, par¬ 
ticularly the Palestinians, that the US remains committed to a balanced peace pro¬ 
cess with the aim of achieving a just and lasting peace based on UN resolutions and 
the formula of the exchange of land for peace. 

Restoring US credibility will decide whether Mrs Albright will succeed in rescu¬ 
ing the process it created and maintained over the last years. 

This will prove tough, especially as the US initiative comes almost in the last and 
final hour when the parties have lost all trust in each other and when facts on the 
ground appear to be leading the parties more on the way to confrontation rather than 
reconciliation. 

At the heart of the peace process today is the trilateral—Israel, the Palestinians 
and the US—commitment to the Oslo accords. It is obvious now that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is adamant on taking unilateral measures to suspend 
implementation of these accords. But whether Netanyahu likes it or not. the Oslo ac¬ 
cords are all we have today of the peace process. 

Mrs Albright began her trip to Israel with emphasis on Israel's security. That is □ 
good start as long as security means regional security, including that of the Palestin¬ 
ians. the Lebanese, the Syrians and the Jordanians. And as long os security is indis¬ 
pensable from the peace agreements that were agreed upon after years of negotia¬ 
tions. 

But to treat security as an Israelr concern only. Mrs Albright would be giving Ne¬ 
tanyahu the ammunition he needs Lo disengage totally from his commitments to the 
Palestinians. Today he is suspending the bilateral agreements with the Palestinians 
in the name of security. 

The deterioration in the peace process to the current desperate state did not happen 
overnight. Likewise, the rise of militancy among the Palestinians cannot be separat¬ 
ed from the Israeli policies of collective punishment, land expropriation, judaization 
of Jerusalem, expansion of settlements among others. Such policies, and violation of 
agreements, have created a feeling of insecurity among the Palestinians. Will Mrs 
Albright address Palestinian security concerns with Israel as well? 

While the peace process was slowly unraveling, the United States was gradually 
disengaging itself from its responsibilities as an honest broker and a major sponsor 
of this process. It took Mrs Albright nine months to make up her mind and Finally 
come to the region. We will soon know if she was too late in making her visit.■ 


• Pupils from Al 
Shatei Camp in 
Gaza doing their 
homework near 
their school that 
is run by UNR¬ 
WA last week. 
The UN organi¬ 
zation is to start 
charging school 
fees, something 
the created wide¬ 
spread demon¬ 
strations 
throughout the 
Palestinian Oc¬ 
cupied • Territo¬ 
ries. (See related 
story on front 
page relating to 
UNRWA). 
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Notes from the Levant 


Of fairy tales and 
never ending saga 



By Osama El-Sherif 

LIKE THE rest of the world, we were noi 
immune against ihe hypnotic fascination, 
mixed with sorrow 


*l-£sk 








n-j'. 

'‘••T/ff/h 


and grief, with the events accompanying 
the tragic death of Diana. Princess of 
Wales, and her Arab Friend Dodi Al Fayed, 
in a Paris tunnel early last week- For a 
brief moment Arab media gave way to the 
deluge of news and features about the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding Diana's sudden 
demise, her unique character and the 
^captivating charm she had over mil- 
i lions of people everywhere—and of 
course her regal funeral and the 
l35? *7 emotional farewell Britons gave her 
on Saturday. 

Arabs watched, like billions of oth- 
| ers all over the globe, the sea of human¬ 
ity: millions of mourners somber and 
grief-stricken, as they lined up the 
streets of London to have a last glimpse 
of Diana's coffin as it threaded its final 
journey to Westminster Abbey and from 
there to the princess’s final resting place in 
her family's ancient estate, 
j. What kind of spell did Diana 
have over all of us? Her death and 
* funeral became the only items on 
many international news bulletins. 
There was a feeling of loss everywhere. 
Diana, her short but eventful life as the 
most controversial member of the 
^ House of Windsor, and tragic death, 
became the quintessential romantic 
\ tale in a very unromantic world; a 
J world obsessed with power strvg- 
■xjfr gle. economic competition, death 
and war. famine and genocide. 

For a brief period of time, the de¬ 
parting Diana was able to overcome the 
many harriers thaf separate us from our¬ 
selves and from everybody else. There 
was a universal unity in grief, in the crea¬ 
tion of an icon, and finally of an enigma. 

This short-lived and awe-inspiring at¬ 
tachment by people everywhere to one 
major event was unique indeed in today's 
complicated and news conscious world. 
But now that affinity is over and the mun- 
i done, but overwhelming, issues that 
\ make up our daily lives are back on 
\ the agenda—an agenda that differs 
from one country to the other, from 


one people to the other and from one cor¬ 
ner of the globe to the other. 

Our brief, sad and romantic escape^rom 
the dogmatic issues of evfO'day 1,fe n "\ ; 
come to an abrupt end. With Drana. D 
and their tragic love all dead and buned. 
with the young and beautiful P nnce ^' 
queen of people’s hearts, the English rose, 
resting on an island in the English country¬ 
side. the fairy tale made its own fateful 

conclusion. • 

Somehow ali of us played a part m writ¬ 
ing the final chapter of this unhappy foie 
of love, treachery, charity and devotion. 
But that was it. The dead heroes of this ro¬ 
mantic fable have been glorified forev-, 
er—with time turning into saints and leg¬ 
endary figures, while the living continue 
with their diverse lives having all shared 
for a moment in authoring the its melan¬ 
cholic ending. 

Here in the Middle East, our attention 
was soon grabbed by the suicide bomb¬ 
ings in Jerusalem and the botched com¬ 
mando raid by Israel into South Lebanon 
in which 12 Israeli soldiers were killed. 
The peace process was in trouble again as 
US Secretary of State Mrs Albright pre¬ 
pared for a rescue mission. Israeli Prime 
Minister Netanyahu was himself, under 
siege this time, with calls for his resigna¬ 
tion and for an unconditional Israeli with¬ 
drawal from Lebanon on the rise. 

Again it was difficult to imagine how 
things will turn out for the Palestinians 
and their fragile agreements with their oc¬ 
cupiers. There was no romance here, no 
fairy tales to write or share in their writ¬ 
ing. The bitter reality of occupation, of 
collective punishment and blind obsession 
with power and land are the only constant 
elements to an on going saga that defies 
an epilogue. 

The hiatus in our regular media cover¬ 
age was welcomed, although the tempo¬ 
rary alternative to the usual coverage was 
Diana's grievous journey into becoming a 
legend. 

But now. for us. the living, it is busi¬ 
ness as usual■ 


Princess and the publicity 


By Jon Katz 

HOW TO make sense of the 
death of Princess Diana? Why 
did it shake the world and seem 
to lay bare the scary heart of 
modem media and its power to 
shape our world? 

The death of the young, es¬ 
pecially the rich, glamorous, or 
beautiful ones, always touches 
a deep nerve in out culture. 

Editors and producers call 
what we've seen in the past lew 
days the Kennedy Syndrome— 
the freezing in the public mind 
of a glamorous figure before he 
or she can grow old or be un¬ 
done. 

The assassination of John 
Kennedy was such a shock that 
its immediate coverage legiti¬ 
mized television broadcasting. 
The death of Elvis Presley- 
spawned the tabloid culture. 

It isn’t yet clear how the 
death of Diana. Princess of 
Wales will alter information 
distribution. But a story this big 
almost surely will. 

Princess Diana has been 
widely portrayed as a fa¬ 
tality of the celebrity- Luri 
information culture, but 
her relationship with the 
media was more compli¬ 
cated. She was, one of 
its sources of nourish¬ 
ment. 

She was not a person 
of particular accomplish¬ 
ment. She wasn't elected 
to anything, didn't create 
great art. won't be re¬ 
membered for her 
ground-breaking re¬ 

search. 

Yet within hours of her 
death, she. was elevated 
to a kind of cultural saint¬ 
hood—her story became 
not the tragedy of a privi¬ 
leged person who has ex¬ 
perienced extraordinary 
ups and downs but a kind 
of contemporary Joan of 
Arc legend. 

She's the innocent 
young idealist, brutalized by ar¬ 
rogant royals, bravely standing 
up to them, and selflessly turn¬ 
ing her life over to the plight of 
the needy, who is then mur¬ 
dered by greedy and insatiable 
journalists. 

The coverage of this wealthy 
young woman, both a master 
manipulator of mass media and 
its victim, took her out of this 
world and into another. 

The coverage turned into a 
worshipful maelstrom. Hours 
after her death. CNN had gone 
to funereal music and black- 
bordered graphics, referring to 
her as the "People's Princess." 
Barbara Walters was fighting 
back tears describing her hu¬ 
mor and pluck, in a two-hour 
special hosted by ABC News 
anchor Peter Jennings. 

Dan Rather promised emo¬ 
tionally that CBS News would 
provide the world's best cover¬ 
age of this tragedy. Newsweek. 
which last week portrayed Di¬ 
ana’s new boyfriend as a hap¬ 
less and bumbling dummy, 
nished out a special edition 


two days- later. 

And guess which tabloid 
wrote this: "The end of her 
loveless marriage guaranteed 
• that she would never he Queen 
of England. But she had earned 
a title no one could contest: 
Princess of the world." 

No. not the Star, but Tune 
magazine. 

Stricken admirers all over 
the world talked about her be¬ 
ing the first royal to touch a 
person with AIDS and about 
her campaign to eliminate land 
mines. That photograph of her 
in the protective helmet walk¬ 
ing near minefields in Bosnia 
was broadcast countless limes. 

It was as if. having made her 
image loom so large, the infor¬ 
mation machine then had to 
scramble to make her life big 
enough to fill it. The process 
wa>- frightening in its power. It 
became the opposite of any¬ 
thing (ike journalism. Good 
deeds became heroic. Good 
looks became godlike. 

The only thing stranger than 
this spectacle was the inevita¬ 
's NewsCartoon 


weekend was one of the most 
significant events to occur in 
recent history. . 

h wasft’L 

And these are surely the 
same people who will be intro¬ 
ducing stories that puzzle over 
why the values of the young are 
inverted or cynical, and why 
they are disinterested in so- 
called “serious" news. 

Celebrity journalism is unsa¬ 
vory under normal circum¬ 
stances. but it’s rare for the 
phenomenon to literally kill 
someone. And it's far from 
dear that the photographers 
chasing the late Princess of 
Wales were responsible for her 
death. Diana's history with the 
media was complex—filled 
with ambivalence and mutual 
exploitation. She used publish¬ 
ing and broadcast journalism 
relentlessly to wage a success¬ 
ful—and extremely profita¬ 
ble—public campaign against 
her hapless ex-husband. 

She waged an equally suc¬ 
cessful campaign to transform 
her public image from a prep- 



Throufib a Paparazzi Lens . 


ble self-righteous hand- 
wringing of the journalists 
themselves, quick to join in an 
orgy of finger-pointing over the 
horrific manner in which she 
died. Journalists rushed to dis¬ 
tance their own papers and net¬ 
works from the detested papa¬ 
razzi. stalkers of hapless stars, 
seemingly oblivious to the im¬ 
pact their, own spedal broad¬ 
casts. headlines, and special re¬ 
ports had on the nearly insane 
mythology they were enthusias¬ 
tically huilding. 

The death "of Princess Di 
highlighted the evolution of 
journalism from a detached, in¬ 
dependent. and skeptical infor¬ 
mation institution into yet an¬ 
other frenzied marketing entity 
scrambling after high consumer 
hits. 

For network news anchors 
. like Peter Jennings to gravely 
host overblown, manipulative, 
and two-hour specials on sto¬ 
ries like this and for ex- 
joumalists like Dan Rather to 
rush off to London suggests 
that what happened in Paris last 


pie London partyhound. into a 
global humanitarian, venturing 
into Bosnia and Angola, with 
total sincerity. It's hard to sym¬ 
pathize with the noxious papa¬ 
razzi. but dangerous to wash 
away so glibly the complicated 
issues surrounding Diana and 
modem media. 

And if there’s one place jour¬ 
nalists should always stand, it’s 
apart from the howling mob. 
not shrieking in their midst. 
Both the paparazzi and the 
many millions of TV viewers 
deserved & lot better. Were this 
a different time and a different 
context, it’s easy to imagine 
.those photographers . tom to 
bits, even though what hap¬ 
pened in the tunnel is far from 
clear. 

The press, it has long been 
clear, is a particularly dangerous 
kind of monster to flirt with. 
Once engaged, it often becomes 
an independent life form. 

The British royal family in 
general, and Diana in particu¬ 
lar, are not innocent bystanders 
living apart from the celebrity 


culture and its bastard cousins, 
the tabloid TV shows and mag¬ 
azines. They are among its 
modem architects, using it 
when they need to and con¬ 
demning it when they don’t 
want it around. 

Diana seemed to revel in the 
attention as much as she some¬ 
times hated it. While this 
doesn't give anybody the right 
to stalk her on a motorcycle, it 
clouds the moral issues. 

That Diana was perhaps the 
most famous and recognizable 
image on the earth when she 
died is stunning in itself, per¬ 
haps the big, if sublimated, 
news in the tragedy. It speaks 
much about modem values, 
media, the absence of real and 
worthy heroes, and the epidem¬ 
ic spread of information tech¬ 
nology, as well as the moral 
bankruptcy of our time. There 
seems to be a giant black hole 
at the center of our collective 
value system, which we fill 
with the most photogenic—but 
not necessarily the most worthy 
or inspiring— people. 

Princess Di was an im- 
•iv age more than anything 
else—an intersection of 
celebrity, glamor, beauty, 
and privilege—the image 
transmitted with inde¬ 
scribable relentless ness 

by ■ the powerful new 
transmission and recep¬ 
tion machinery of the in¬ 
formation age. 

If TV liked John Ken¬ 
nedy, it absolutely wor¬ 
shipped Diana, revelling 
in her good looks, humor, 
fashion sense, and adroit 
media skills. And there is 
now more TV, transmit¬ 
ting more pictures more 
quickly to more parts of 
the world on more chan¬ 
nels than ever before. TV 
is still the undisputed 
champ of the information 
world, the engine that 
drives almost every other 
part, including the papa¬ 
razzi. _ 

We can now expect days of 
talk shows filled with journalis¬ 
tic windbags gassing over the 
ethics of paparazzi and tabloid 
journalism, as if the celebrity 
phenomenon were something 
confined to a handful of irre¬ 
sponsible trash mongers rattier 
than the bread and butter of al¬ 
most all contemporary main¬ 
stream journalism, print and 
broadcast, from ABC News to 
The New Yorker, Newsweek, 
Time, CQ. and the National En¬ 
quirer. 

The death of Diana and the 
coverage that’s resulted merely 
reminds us that celebrity in the 
information age means some¬ 
thing new. something immense 
disturbing and. so far. uncon¬ 
trollable. It also reminds us— 
again—that the press is an un¬ 
sparing mirror, and that tech¬ 
nology is amoral, without a val¬ 
ue system any more substantial 
or meaningful than that or the 
people who consume it ■ 

Wired 
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Peace rescweM 


THE TRILAtS ^feM p? 
. meeting in • 

tween Hii Majesty. 

Hussein. President 
harak and Mr 
L-crrainly con*/ 
right time, namely 

Albright's vi^tt *&!&BBKeL 
region. Coordi 
sitions and 
consultations- 
the three Arab Ieadersi 
perhaps the way 
an Arab troika. 
involved, in - the 
process and reliant 
sence on the Arab 
spective at large. ■' 

This nucleus of lead afr||ra j|^ 
ship having direct cog-^aP^ 
tact with Israel may, ^ 
prove the best 

presenting ArabdematH^ ^^Mfe: 

and the Arab position 

the struggle to rescue^^^Bjp: 

peace process iff the aroa^jwIB&V: 

The meeting was 

vened at a time wheti'lfej aW g. 

same Arab leaders -We^^lgHEE 

individually involvedf.^i^MI^ 

diplomatic efforts 

steer the peare^prope&|fffi®&, 

away from the path of 

olence. v V 

His Majesty ' 

Hussein has been intensf- -J mg : 
fying all efforts to bridge, - gag y 
the gap between PalestiO- w|Bg£. 
ian and Israeli, sides. abtf i ffl fo. 1 - 
His Royal Highness- : l lgp 
Crown Prince Hassan j^^,. 
has called upon Moscow' 
to resume its role 'as'co-.^.j aB^ 
sponsor of the peace 
cess, utilizing its 
relations with all sides io 
order to rejuv enatc 
image of the aHing pro-^^^^^: 

The Crown Prince re- 
minded the international yjpsK 
community in Moscow' 
that moral support find . 

investment in the peaos 
process is likely to 
it afloat, and producit^-f^p]. 
tangible benefits. Thit tar, 
ordination between 
troika of Arab lenders is: 
a clear indication of the 
centrality of the PaJestih- 
ian peace: track for faJJ y^^ •: 
concerned. It forms 
new entity, working-to; f ■ 
benefit- the: whole^ Aiab- . 

; Israeli peace process. -!. /*:■=££.• 

Some sources have'-.f^'J'.' 
doomed Ms AlbnghtVx]\>-:- ! 
visit to -failure, whiLr!’ |^yyy 
others are withholding 
judgement. Top of .the_X \ 
agenda will obviously be Tr^Ty j 
the security issue.- 
dan’s position ay staled 1^"“'| 
by His Majesty the Klijg.~ 
links land to peace, and 
poiitical processes to ' - 

curity concerns. 

In Israel, a shift in zf'.'*'*' 
kud policy is required at'j 
this critical stage. Urur' : . 
versally condemned ter- 
rorism has become a po-; J 
tent weapon in the hands 
of anti-peace aujd and- 
co-existence -/factions^ 
and has yet again proved 
to be uncontrollable' by.l>;»ty 
military and sean^'T^f 
measures alone. - . ti !• 

Winning the hearts’^ 
and minds of the peopl^ ^r ^-.?: 
is an old method prac- 
ticed by those in counter-!:^;^ V- 
terrorism, • and control- 1 " - 

ling by fear, ■wheth^’--^;.^- 
psychological or .active 
has proved to be a faihire 
since the Roman era_" A^ $Tt_^ T 
dangerous development, ; 

which the Israeli goveinL ■ 

raent must not nurture, is 
military adventurism. 

The commando - raid; 
into Lebanon and its coil-.; IVL--, 
sequences, highlight 
futility of using violent-iXiv-^- 
methods to solve an efT-.y£i^i:- 
demic crisis. One hopes 
that threats to intervene frivi ; 
in PNA areas were merer . 

ly made in die heat of the- * 

moment, as there is rtp 
place for adventurism. 
the sanity of the "peace . ^V- 
process. 

The visit of Ms 
right in the current ■ CT- t! 
cu instances shenfes. wt L 

USA's clear corarnjb 
ment to the peace pr^ V J?!. v- 
cess. It keeps the .wraT 'ltr^ 
dow of hope open for. 
enabling the best possi-v'*^' ;- ; '. 
ble scenarios for further^ 
ing the process to be de^ 
veloped. The point whifch 
must not be f > orgotten' I XU./-H^' 
this whole argumen^jJs „ - i 
the fact _ that -Isratel’s jy,:;;; . j 
neighbors are Arabs, and yli’.V-. ■ ; 
al the end of the day;.w.X l|^ 7 * 

Israeli government yrilr..;l;» 7- j 
have to deal with its geo- ; ; 

graphical neigbbors. r r-l *7 ^Vv ; 

Therefore, if Mr Netany-1^ -7 
yahu concentrates sofely 1 ■' 
on pleasing the Amerirrit^,-;- 
cans with little or no re- Jj.; T : _ 
gard for his Arab nej^f- ij- r ; - 
bors. the . .outqo^. ; 

desired by everyolw'is- 
likely to be severely dd; .'T^®ti 
layed. ■ .^.L-V|i737 : 
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scene 


■ For the fourth consec¬ 
utive year. Jordan is 1 ak¬ 
in? part in the conference 
and show organized by 
the American Travel and 
Tours Agents' Associa¬ 
tion in Glasgow, Scot¬ 
land. The Jordanian dele¬ 
gation is headed by 
Minister of Tourism. 
Aqei Beltaji. The event 
which continues (ill 13 
September, is a good 
opportunity to market 
Jordanian touristic sites 
and focus on develop¬ 
ment in touristic services 
available in the King¬ 
dom. American tourists 
who visited Jordan last 
year was 86.000. 

® Japan approved a 
grant of $2.1 million to 
finance the purchase or 
agricultural equipment, 
fertilizers and tractors for 
the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture. The grant will be 
used to support the sup¬ 
ply of basic foodstuff 
items in Jordan such as 
wheat, lentils, potato and 
legumes. 

This is the first Japanese 
donation of its kind 
given by Japan to Jordan. 
Total grants donated by 
Japan to increase basic 
foodstuffs in the country 
reached $20 million. 

■ The Customs Dept., 
has recorded 8165 cases 
of smuggling and tax 
evasion. 

Total fines amounted to 
JD1.169.928. Of the 
total. 950 cases were 
rccoided in Amman. 
1011 in the Zerqa Free 
Zone. 761 in Rnmtha. 

1183 in Aqaba. 184 lin 
Atowari borders, and 455 
in the Airport. 

■ The Arab Investment 
and International Trade 
Co., has won one of the 
biggest Jordanian con¬ 
tracts to export soap to 
Iraq. This is in the light 
of the second phase of 
the oil for food deal. By 
the end of this year, the 
company will export 
5300 tons of soap at a 
value of S4;6 million. 
The mid-annual results 
of the company showed a 
net profit of JD 63.000- ' 


Attracting foreign investments 
needs strong local base, 
industrialist says 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

SOME INVESTORS argue that 
our national industry is still un¬ 
able to compete with outside 
products, especially in term of 
quality. Nonetheless, there are 
many businesspeople who 
stress that we do indeed have 
the potential to match other 
producers. They are optimistic 
that local manufacturers can 
create a sound base for a real 
industrial rejuvenation in the 
kingdom it tlvy manage to face 
challenges and follow-up with 
the latest technological require¬ 
ments to improve their quality. 

However, profitability of any 
product depends to a large ex¬ 
tent on its price, its buyer's pur¬ 
chasing power and the inevita¬ 
ble relationship between supply 
and demand. 

“'Efforts should be made to 
improve the financial status of 
our companies and to concen¬ 
trate on promoting sales on the 
local market" says Ahmed Al- 
Nammari, general manager of 
Woollen industries Co. 


Looking forward to increas¬ 
ing exports or even operating 
on a strategy to find new mar¬ 
kets for our products is seen by 
A1 Nammari as a secondary ob¬ 
jective. 

The focus should be on cov¬ 
ering the needs of the local 
market and maintaining it be¬ 
fore thinking of exports.' 

This doesn’t imply that we 
are to isolate ourselves from 
the world. “'Maintaining the lo¬ 
cal market and establishing 
good channels with local con¬ 
sumers goes hand in hand with 
attempts to find out new mar¬ 
kets.” adds AI Nammari. 

The company has taken part 
in exhibitions organized along¬ 
side the EU partnership meet¬ 
ings in Athens. Lebanon. 
Yemen and is 'going to partici¬ 
pate in a show in Tunis, and 
study the possibility of export¬ 
ing to Sudan and Syria.' 

As for the Woollen Indus¬ 
tries Co.. A1 Nammari tells The 
Star that in 1996 the company 
was able to reinforce its posi¬ 
tion on the local market by 
cutting prices to get rid of a 
stockpile 


large 
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of goods from 
the previous 
year. 

His compa¬ 
ny specializes 
in manufactur¬ 
ing woollen 
products, 
mainly blan¬ 
kets. as ''con¬ 
centrating on 
one kind of 
product is 
more profita¬ 
ble." AI Nam¬ 
mari says. 

The compa¬ 
ny. which u as 
established in 
1961 at a capi¬ 
tal of JD 
250.000. is 
now able to 
cover domes¬ 
tic needs and 
has managed 
to raise its 
capital to JD 1 
million. 

While sales 
in 1995 re¬ 
corded a de¬ 


cline of JD 57.00U to reach JD 
741.000. last year they went up 
to JD 1.207 million, u rise of 
63®. Out of K7.0U0 blankets 
produced in 19%. 84.00ll were 
sold, showing how this compa¬ 
ny's wise strategic planning has 
managed to reduce its stock 
stored in warehouses. 

The compan> imports the 
acrylic yams front Spain and 
the output posses through vari¬ 
ous stages of manufacture 
from weaving the blankets and 
softening the tissue to become 
of a high quality, attractively 
coloured product that reaches 
die shelf. 

However. Al Nammari adds 
that the company is now buy¬ 
ing some locally made woollen 
yams, and that their quality is 
relatively similar to thin (if the 
imported ones. This step has 
been taken to encourage nation¬ 
al producers. 

Referring to problems facing 
the industrial sector in Jordan. 
Al Nammari says that these can 
be summed up in three areas: 

■ The high interest rate. 

■ Reduction of customs duties 
on imports which makes im¬ 
ported products cheaper and in¬ 
creases consumer demand. ■ 
Taxes and customs fees im¬ 
posed on inputs. 

As an investor. Al Nammari 
says "It's belter for those who 
call for encouraging foreign in¬ 
vestments to give priority to 
enhancing local projects, to 
maintain their existence.” 

Foreign investors arc nmv 
encouraged to come to Jordan 
jfter the cancellation of the 50 
percent ceiling c*n ownership. 
But AI Nammari says that for¬ 
eign investors locus on either 
the serv ice sector or on buy ing 
shares in strategic companies 
such as phosphates and mining, 
in which sector foreign owner 
ship is still restricted to 5f> per¬ 
cent. 

Al Nammari stresses dial it's 
better to enhance local invest¬ 
ments and build a sound base 
for our national economy. "It's 
only then that we can create an 
attractive environment for Arab 
■and foreign investur*/' 

Al Nammari says that we en¬ 
courage investors and agree to 


provide them with all facilities 
they need. He adds that though 
cunlusiih! red-tape could be re¬ 
duced. snme bureaucratic 
measures are a must. Any ap¬ 
proval of foreign investment 
should consider certain restric¬ 
tions such as health and envi¬ 
ronmental issues, and feasibili¬ 
ty studies. "Yes. doors have to 
he open for investors, but to a 
certain extent. A free economy 
doesn't mean cancellation of 
all legislations and measures." 

It is also imperative, he says, 
to boost joint Arab ventures to 
help establish a common Arab 
market before we enter interna¬ 
tional blocs. “'Getting into talks 
to join the Euro-partnership 
anJ the WTO is still incompati¬ 
ble." he says. 

As the world opens ils 
dodrs to goods, expertise 
and technology. priority 
should he given to the 
strengthening of inter-Arab 
blocs prior to integration 
inin the intcrnaiionul econo¬ 
my . 

Referring to the strategy 



Al Nammari 

of privatization of public in¬ 
stitutions as a step inwards 
globalization. the analyst 
says that “the private sector 
already exists but needs im¬ 
prove mem and reorganiza¬ 
tion." pointing out that there 
is no need to privatize some 
public sector institutions. ■ 


BritishBank accepts 
donations for Princess of 
Wales Memorial Fund 


BRITISHBANK ANNOUNCED that for the convenience 
of individuals, it will accept private donations on behalf 
of. ‘"The Diana, Prin- __ 


iZ> 

BritishBank 

The Briii'.h Bjnl nf ihe Middlr Ej-i 


cess of Wales Memo¬ 
rial Fund.” Dona¬ 
tions will be 
forwarded collective¬ 
ly and Tree of charge 
to Kensington Palace 
at the end of each 
month. 

Cheques. which 
should be marked 
for the account of. 

"BritishBank: The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial 
Fund.** may he mailed or presented personally to any of 
the Bank's branches or deposited at any BritishBank 
ATM. Cash donations will also be accepted- 

This facility will be available until the end of February 
1998. 

For more information please contact -Ewan 'Stirling, 
Manager Personal Banking Tel. 607471 Ext~ 301 ■ 
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Arab Bank leads upward trend 
on AFM 

SHARE DEALINGS ut the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) have recorded their highest level since 1993. This 
was led by the shares of the Arab Bank. 

The Arab Bank. as a major institution in the econo¬ 
my and considered as one of the tup tanking in the Arab 
world, has created an unprecedenit-fi leap lor the AFM. 

In only one week, the Bank's share, which represents 
about 40 percent of the total slocks in the financial mar¬ 
ket. rose by ID 31 to close at JD 32o ten Jays ago. As a 
result, the official index closed at 172.6 points. recording 
a rise of eight points in one week. Accordingly, the bank’s 
index rose' 17.74 points, the most significant increase in 
the last four years. 

Observers expect Arab Bank shares to continue rising to 
exceed the P/E ratio (price per earning), which is now 

13.5 percent. This is an attractive rale compared with P/E 
17 percent for other local hanks. 

As of last Saturday, the Arah Bank share price made a 
new jump to JD 341. Bui after a six-day increase it stabi¬ 
lized at JD 336. Traded shares in the hanking sector 
reached 458,000. out of which 2440 were for the Arab 
Bank. Hence the banking sector index recorded a rise of 

22.6 points, with the AFM index closing at 174.45 points. 
Such increases have positively affected trading in the 
whole banking sector. The bank's index closed at 237.3 
points, the highest figure since 1992. 

Analysts say the sharp increase in the market, and the 
Arab Bank share in particular, is due to the latest meas¬ 
ures (effective as of this month) to remove restrictions on 
foreign ownership in some economic sectors (excluding 
trade, contracting and mining I. Arah investors, mainly 
from the Gulf, are now willing to huy shares in Jordanian 
financial institutions. 

Gulf investors have already bought 21.0)50 shares in the 
Arab Bank, totalling JD 6 million. 

Other analysts such as economist Fahud AI Fanek say 
that the increased demand for Arab Bank shares could 
have resulted from the decision made by its board of di¬ 
rectors to distribute a share bonus for its shareholders af¬ 
ter the Bank doubled ils capital from JD 44 million to JD 
88 million. 

Omar Al Masri. an analyst in the Allas Investment 
Group stressed the heavy weight of the Arah Bank share 
on the AFM and expected such performance to have a pos¬ 
itive effect on all share dealings in the market. 

Statistics indicate that share trading is expected to see 
a further rise. This is encouraged by the recently formed 
Securities Committee, which is now in charge of introduc¬ 
ing measures to guarantee greater security for investors. 
The committee s role is to reorganize the securities mar¬ 
ket. introducing legislation to protect investors from fraud. 

Observers are enthusiastic that the performance of this 
committee as well as cancelling the ceiling on foreign 
ownership, and the amended Companies' and Securities' 
Laws, will bear fruit. Such an upward trend, led by the 
Arab Bank, is seen as the launch of a new era in the mar¬ 
ket’s history jnd ends a mood nf economic sluggishness 
on the AFM since 1993. The market is on the threshold of 
u prosperous phase which will certainly cast its shadow 
over other sectors' shares being traded in the market. 

Such performance will be directly reflected on other 
sectors, mainly banking. This will enhance investors' con¬ 
fidence in the' market and encourage them to pump their 
capital into leading bunking institutions as well as indus¬ 
trial ones. ■ 


Meeting of Arab Bank Global Asset 
Liability Management Committee 

Centralized Global Treasury Unit to be established in London 



i» Ws on 29 August 

1997. fwpeided over by the Chairman, 

The meetfnjhF? shoma n, the President Mr 
Mr Abdel Majid - Deputy President Mr 

Khalid Shoman by 20 

Abdel Hamid Sh“, office and the main 

executives trom H parjs> London, New York, 
financial ce "‘|? oap ore. along with the manag- 
Manama and Sm= ^ f ^ Bank s wholly- 

ers tStaSto. m Germany. Ans- 

tn^ndSwitzerland meet ing was to 

The object^ £ ^bat W Management 
fine tune the Bank___ 


Plan and to address the developments in the 
banking industry especially those related to the 
management of interest rates, 
foreign exchange risks and the 
new derivative products avail¬ 
able in the market. 

To achieve these goals the 
Global Asset Liability Man¬ 
agement Committee has 
decided to establish a central¬ 
ized Globa] Treasury Unit in 
London. 

The Unit will be linked on 


The Unit will be linked on a 
real-time / on-line basis with 
the Arab Bank 21 centers 
through its main regional 
centers in Europe , North 
America^ South East Asia ♦ 
and the Middle East. 


and the Middle East. 

The Group Treasurer, assisted by sophisti- 
—. cated Risk Management Sys¬ 

tems, will be undertaking 
stress tests on the Bank's con¬ 
solidated Balance Sheet in 
addition to the main function 
of optimizing the use of the 
Bank’s funds, lines and limits 
in order to have a streamlined 
treasury operation. 

The meeting came in line 
with the Arab Bank’s contin- 


a real time, on-line basis with the Arah Bank uo> efforts to manage its assets and liabilities in 
21 centers through its main regional centers a professional manner. 

in Europe, North America, South Ea>t Asia. It v> ill be followed by a four-day Asset Liabil¬ 


ity Management seminar to be held this week in 
Amman. The seminar which is the second in a 
series of this year, will be held exclusively for 
Arab Bank regional managers in cooperation 
with Batt and Partners Consulting Ltd., a spe¬ 
cialized top level consulting firm serving finan¬ 
cial institutions worldwide. 

The 30 attendants will represent Arab Bank 
branches in Spain. Italy, Greece, Cyprus, Bah¬ 
rain, Yemen, UAE. Qatar, Egypt, Lebanon, Jor¬ 
dan and Palestine. 

Arab Bank continued its steady growth during 
the first half of this year. The total Balance 
Sheet stood at USD 21 billion, with total depos¬ 
its and shareholders equity reaching USD 14 bil¬ 
lion and USD 1.4 billion respectively. ■ 
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AraZ? students at Horizon Cultural Center 


• Bahraini and 
Qatari students, with 
their certificates, after 
completing a summer 
course at the Horizon i 
Cultural Center. It 
involved language j 
instruction, computer !l 
skills and art training. 

As part of their 
course, the students 
were also taken to the 
AI Haya Cultural cen- | 
ter and shown around 
the museum and 
planetarium. 


m 




Palestinian group exhibition 


Dreaming through art 


Ml 


By Hala Shaker 

Special to The Shir 


A rt can depict dreams. “After all man 
has the right to dream, despite ihe 
hitter reality, which must sometime 
alter, and the dream must sometime 
be fulfilled," writes Princess Wijdan 
Aii. president of the Royal Society of Fine 
Arts. This was said as a welcome to the group 
exhibition “Palestine, the Reality and the 
Dream" that is being held at the National Gal¬ 
lery in Amman. 

AH four artists participating, says Princess 
Wijdan. made significant achievements to the 
Palestinian plastic art movement through their 
long experience and expressive methods. It is 
about a destined reality which emails renewal, 
adaptation and challenge. Bach of the artists, 
she adds, expressively depicts this new-old 
reality, enriching international and Arab art. 

Despite the circumstances of “removal” and 
the “scattering" abroad under which (he Pales¬ 
tinian an lives and suffers, this movement has 
blossomed in rhe heart of tragedy, and mould¬ 
ing all the extraordinary talents in one form 
which clings to the dilemma of the Palestinian 
people. This exhibition is a living example of 
this blossoming and challenge. 

. The works of Ismail Sbamout are direct 
representations of Palestinian life and people. 
He says “l deal with the issue of man through 
dealing with the problems of Palestinians." 

Through his 20 exhibited works, the Pales¬ 
tinian is depicted as sometimes weary, other 
times hopeful, rebellious and a manyr. in his 
works, we can also perceive the Palestinian 
woman as a symbol of hope and a birth of a 
future dream. She is loyal to the dream of 
return and in being united with the land of 
Palestine. 

• Shamout makes us hear the melody of love 
of Palestinians for their homeland as if they 
hove never left from there. His works, which 
are full of the bitterness of the reality and the 
beauty of dreams, address the Palestinians ten¬ 
derly in adhering to their land. This is depicted 
in the painting that he names "Contemplation" 
showing a Palestinian mother whose eyes are 
fixed on the dream of return and whose arms 
are holding tightly her little son who represents 
her future and the land of Palestine. 

The style of Tamara AI Akhai is about 
diversity but in a unified (heme. Realism, 
expressionism and abstraction are all employed 
to reveal professionally and depth of meaning. 


The Arab horse, the symbol of power and 
pride and the Islamic arches are there in her 
paintings reflecting her own identity. She is 
after depicting noble goals, the ones that take 
the human being as a focus, refusing every 
injustice, and opening the horizons of hope and 
beauty. 

In her ‘The Heritage", what attracts ibe 
attention, is the challenging eyes of the child of 
ihe stones carrying a body of a martyr. Despite 
the smallness "of this child his feet remain 
firmly rooted in his homeland. In other three 
paintings AI Akhai depicts the poor and narrow 
life in the Palestinian refugee camps. These 
places show the fatigue and dreariness as if 
people beings desperately wanting to get out of 
their miserable existence. 

Abd Abbidi on the other hand, deals with 
the dilemma of the Palestinians through his 
suggestive geometric shapes and excessive 
abstraction from a different perspective. Expa¬ 
triation. the reflection of the bitter reality and 
the spoiled land, can be seen through some of 
his 19 exhibited works. Despite this agonizing 
stale his spirit still seeks return. 

Santlh AI Qasim. the famous Palestinian 
poet says “Abd Abbidi has continued his crea¬ 
tivities in a complete framework of adhesion 
between man. art. life, dream, and between 
what is being and what should be. despite all 
the disappointments which infected on him and 
us." 

The works of Ibrahim Hazima cany a very 
special vision. His strcam-likc lines and shapes 
reflect the connection between the woman, 
mother and wife and between the village, which 
is a fundamental topic in his drawings. But 
Hazima's works arc reminiscent of the peaceful 
mother homeland before being infected with 
straggle and distress. War is absent as if it has 
never been here. Open windows, women under 
the dear sky empty of the smell of guns pow¬ 
der. wedding ceremonies and crowded markets. 
A strong storm of peace is overwhelming in 
Hazima's works, perhaps because he has not 
yet accepted the bitter reality of losing the 
peaceful Palestine and still living a state of a 
beautiful dream about his homeland. 

The exhibition, which will continue till 2 
October, is well worth seeing for it represents 
the culture of the Palestinian and their hopes 
and aspirations for the future. ■ 


AI Wathiqa (The Document) by 
Tantam AI Akhai, 1993 


New managers at 
British Airways 



British Airways has recently pro¬ 
moted two Jordanians from its 
staff to senior positions. Mr Saad 
Jaber has been appointed Sales 
Manager, Jordan, while Mr 
Mazen Qursba has been 
appointed Airport Manager for 
the airline. Both have had com¬ 
prehensive tr aining in the airline 
industry and have held several 
related jobs in the region, as well 
as having worked for several 
travel agencies and airlines 
before joining British Airways. 

British Airways has always 
asserted its commitment to the 
Jordanian market, and the 
importance of teamwork and 
dedication in achieving Its goals. 
The Airline's office in Amman 
recently won the “Award For 
Excellence" for its contribution to 
the region. ■ 


Coca Cola training workshop 


THE COCA Cola Com¬ 
pany hosted a workshop 
of Cola sales managers 
titled “Supervising 
Route Distribution 
Effectiveness Work¬ 
shop." This special sem¬ 
inar was the first ever 
Coca Cola course to be 
conducted in Arabic and 
ran from 1 -S September. 

. Among the 26 partici¬ 
pants there were Coca 
Cola employees from 
Egypt- Lebanon. 

Morocco and 15 partici- 

S nts from Coca Cola 
rdan. The course was 
directed by Coca Cola 
Near East Operations 
Manager. Mr Rafik £i 
Tonkhi. and had a num¬ 
ber of lecturers includ¬ 
ing Mr Francois Mou- 
rid the training and 
development manager for Coca Cola Near East. 

When asked why the course was conducted in 
Jordan Mr Mourad Replied: “Jordan has always 
been of major importance to the Coca Cola 
Company, and it has made and continues to 



make major investments to improve the employ¬ 
ees’ skilLs in Jordan and the region in an effort 
to insure the quality of its product and the ser¬ 
vice standards of the International Company." ■ 
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Forte 
Grand to 
become 
Le Meridien 
Amman 


54 


MERIDIEN 


AMMAN 

HOTELS & RESORTS 




ON 15th December 1997. Forte Grand Ammon 
will become Le Meridien Amman. On 9th Sep¬ 
tember. Mr Zuhair Khouri. chairman of the 
recently formed Housing Bank Company for 
Touristic and Hotel Investments, owner of Forte 
Grand Amman and Mr Alfonso Giannuzzi. 
Chairman of Forte/Le Meridien Hotels & 
Resorts, fonperly signed the contract sealing an 
agreement for Forte to mange the existing Forte 
Grand as Le Meridien Amman for the next 10 
years. 

Since the acquisition of Le Meridien by Forte 
Hotels in 1994. the company, itself acquired by 
Granada PLC in 1996. has been undergoing rad¬ 
ical change. The decision was made early on 
that the Le Meridien name would become the 
brand for Forte's international chain of 4 and 5 
star deluxe hotels. Currently numbering 80 
hotels on all five continents the company plans 
to double this within five years. Existing Forte 
Grand and unbranded hotels in the group have 
been “Meridienising" at a steady pace during the 
past year. 

Becoming a Le Meridien hotel is not just a 
case of changing the name and th; sign. Le Mcr- 
idien is a culture. As a major European hotel 
chain. Le Meridien. originally part of Air 
France, is destined to retain it's French origins 
even though they are British owned. Le Merid¬ 
ien hotels'are committed to carrying on the fin¬ 
est tradition of European hole He he. while care¬ 
fully respecting and integrating the very best of 
the culture in the host country where the hotels 
are located. 

The year 1988 will sec some major redevelop¬ 
ment for Le Meridien Amman. Plans are under¬ 
way to rcseheme four ofThc hotel’s restaurants, 
re-design the entrance and lobby, refurbish two 
floors of -guest rooms and to create a multi¬ 
purpose function hall on the roof Stuff develop¬ 
ment and training are a fundamental part of the 
cultural change Forte Grand Amman will experi¬ 
ence before and after they change to Le 
Meridien. 

With similar re-branding taking place this 
year in Dubai and with new acquisitions occur¬ 
ring in Yemen, Egypt and India at a steady pace. 
Le Meridien Hotels & Resorts are a'major 
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player amongst the deluxe, up-market hotel 
chains operating in the Middle East. Currently 
managing 17 hotels in 12 locations, the number 
of hotels is expected to rise to 21 by the end of 
next year. Peter CardneU. a Forte veteran and 
the new Managing Director for the Middle East 
division based in Dubai, accompanied Mr Gian¬ 
nuzzi for his visit to Amman. Mr Cardinal said 
“Forte is delighted to have the opportunity of 
managing a Le Meridien hotel in Amman. With 
10 years of experience in the Jordan market, I 
am confident we can continue to provide superb 
services and facilities for our guests in what 
undoubtedly will become a highly competitive 
market ■ 
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If a coach starts listening 
to fans, he winds up 
sitting next to them: 


QgW.TVft—BMafaScwra 


{xjg 


n 

























































September 1997 

A special section offering 
fresh perspectives on 
global issues prepared for 

The Star 



PuJNlhD IN SIX LANGUAGES 
ON FIVE CONTINENTS 




c*v* r V t *o 

WorlpTimes r. 
^ TkibuneMonpiaj-e - 
* TiempoMunpia l * 

1? 'o NA v^ 


- APPEARI NG IN! AMMAN • BANGKOK • —.-.. — -—— —- — *: ™.r*. 

- _ _ rr .. ^ Y . ...,. f . B f O TON * CA1RO * LARACAb • DHAKA - HOST. KONT. • JAKARTA - KARACHI • KUALA LUMPUR • LIMA • MANILA • MEXICO CITY • MOSCOW • PANAMA CITY • QUITO • SAN JOSE • TAIPEI • TOK '° 

^ V " • . •ms’f p.x » if... 1 ' '«'■ /.m -w- • *.*■ *.vx *" Y ‘ 

A giant laboratory for urban best practices 

Faced with the impossible, mega-cities are 

, learning how to make 
(waste)water into wine 

The world is urbanizing at a dramatic rate; by the year 2000 there 
will be 23 mega-cities counting more than 10 million residents 
each. Faced with soaring populations, limited physical resources 
and never enough money, these giant cities are forced to innovate 
constandy. The resulting ‘best practices’ serve not only their archi¬ 
tects, but offer hope to the half of humanity that call a city home 

Community policing experiment pays off for New York 

Big Apple bites crime to the core 


M. 
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By Daniel Levering Raymond Kelly, a former New York 

f HEN two former New York po- City police commissioner, exported 
lice officers arrived at a school in New York-style policing to Haiti during 
the heart of Port-au- r£P0RTI\v. ^ intervention in 1994. 

Prince last month aS rn.Ta” Now, after an abrupt drop in 


Seen through Magic Eyes, one step is better than no step 

Thai program catches them \ V—' wiL A 2, 


By Teena GiU one of the very few non-profit organi- 

T ky fucking a cigarette stub on a zations trying to do something to al- 
biLsv Bangkok sidewalk these days ter behavioral patterns, - says Meechai 
and it could well turn out to be the Viravaidya, a former Minister ofPub- 
costliest smoke you ever reporting health who earned world- 
had. The reason? A new' "from wide fame while in office for 

anti-littering campaign ni|rirwjw~ his family planning and anri- 
launched a year ago by the MHqflU n AIDS campaigns. 

Bangkok Municipal Authority " Coming from the Sophon- 

which, with fines ranging up to 2,000 panich dan , which owns the Bangkok 
baht (US$75), is trying hard to Bank, Southeast Asia's largest private 
change the way adults behave in pub- bank, has certainly helped Chodchov. 
lie places. TECDA now counts 36 corporations 

But for thousands of children in the among its backers, 
rapidly growing Thai capital, the intimi- Given Chodchoy’s own experi- 
daring presence of police to keep them ence as a businesswoman, it is not 
from li tteri ng is unnecessary. What they surprising that one of the key reasons 
have to remind them of their basic civic for the success of the Magic Eyes cam- 
dudes are the ever watchful “Magic paign was the extensive use of mod- 
£ves » era marketing and advertising con- 

' -phe eves, which are supposed to cepts. Along with the creation of a 
represent the eyes of a typical Thai popular logo consisting of a pair of 

ahosi. are the brainchild ofKhunying spooky looking eyes, the campaign 
5 U ^ » _:_l fi9« enliswd advertisement iintrles. 


and civic institutions to incorporate 
such ideas in their work.recent in¬ 
stance of such impact is tilt Bangkr-k 
Municipal Administration's adoption 
of recycling concept prom vied by 
the Magic Eyes campaigns. Early :i/is 
year the BMA invited tenders u ■ set 
up and operate a ? 1.2 billion garbage 
disposal plant for Bangkok. When 
complete, it will be one of the biggest 
in the region. 

“We. as an NGO. must decide how 
much the public can and wifi accept 
and have realist;', target. We think that 
to improve 30 percent is better than 20 
percent and 20 percent is better than 
nothing,” says Chodchov summing up 
her philosophy of incremental im¬ 
provement of the environmental 1 


f gs pan of the UN mission yfiy 
ffl to Haiti, there was may- ULn 
hem. Three hundred students 
filled the streets around the Lycee 
Peiion. burning tires and hurling rocks 
at passing cars. They protested die ne- 
glcct of local authorities to maintain 
thei r scl ioo! winch stood crumbling and 
reeking of garbage. 

The officers, both of Haitian descent 
and seasoned on d le streets ofNew York, 
weaved dirough the crowd and into die 
school where they Found student lead¬ 
ers. “This is not democracy! Democra¬ 
cy is to vent your frustration dirough di¬ 
alogue!” one officer said in fluent Creole. 
A demand for repairs and routine 
garbage pick-up would be taken to the 
city's mayor, they told students. Willi 
dial understood, die riot dissipated. 

Officers Jaques Guillon and Karl 
Louhisdon practiced what their com¬ 
mander called “community policing. - 
an old idea that since 1990 has trans¬ 
formed their home city of New' York 
from one of America’s most dangerous 
cities to one of its safest- 


#rpnsT ,. r the US intervention in 1994. 
fTTo.v - Now; after an abrupt drop in 

untfWDir cr * ,r,c - New 

ilLn lUlIn draw attention bevond Haiti as 


global urbanization and political 
upheaval force many cities to reconsid¬ 
er dieir methods of law enforcemenL 
New York City’s new wave of com¬ 
munity policing 

Kellingand Wilson suggest 

was rife witli , » ■ . , . 

crime. Mayor 0D6 010X60 WlllllOW \m$ tO 

Dstid Dinkins 3p- i i ■ ■ _ ■ . 

pointed lie many broken wndows. that 

Brow'ii commis- . u , 

stoner of police iRiKior oftoiisGS set tiie stage 

and through his • ■ u _ 

“Sale Streets, Safe Wf flUIJOf 0ll6i?SfiS 

City'" legislation 

generated tax money to add 7,000 offi¬ 
cers to die city’s force, at Browivs behesL 

The lowest level 

The new strategy was to integrate police 
officers into neighborhoods so they 
could identify- and stop crime at its low¬ 
est level, preventing escalation or the en¬ 
couragement oF more crime. Tiiis en¬ 


tailed partnerships witli local organiza¬ 
tions and making police more accessible 
to the public. 

Brown brought community policing 
to New York City at a time u iieri police 
here and elsewhere were more con¬ 
cerned with response time and quii.k 
ease-solving than crime prevention, a 
tendency that began in die laic U»60.- 
and early 1970s. (Crime, it was d inughi. 
had deep social roots arid police could 
Jnliide more ill*:, 
keep it at bay.; 

(i suggest The approach 

I . prowtl e lie aive 

)W l63flS IB and the crime rate 

■ ■ . dropped. if gradu- 

dOWS. that ally. But it was 

.■ , Mavor Rutii Jph 

Bt the stage ciuiiam-s ap 

pointee. William 
S Bratton, who ap¬ 

plied tltis idea 
more rigorously, bringing die crime rate 
to unprecedented lows. 

As police commissioner from 1994 
to 1996, Bratton shook up die New York 
City Police Department by holding the 
city's 76 precinct commanders direedy 
accountable for crime in their areas. He 
negotiated the assignment of several 
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Chodchov Sophanpanich, scion of one 
o(Thailand's richest business femflies. 

Plastered in schools and on walls 
throughout Bangkok, Magic Eyes are 
an attempt to instill environmental 
awareness among i.v>' ** uuicauu ■' v 

OnfiafttekeynsBiwstotte 
Jfc-vS suficesssfftel 
eS Jt e campaign #ast 


paign—which also 
includes 

planting and waste 

recvcling activi- 


canpaignwas tie extensive use 
sfffloderamxteti^and 


has enlisted advertisement jingles, 
television talk shows and the media 
to drive home its message. Interest¬ 
ingly, a number of the concepts used 
in its environment awareness adver- 

_rise mentis were 

”2* -■ - created by 

SQSSlBf tuS schoolchildren 

- r uoo participating in 

P, Ljn competitions or- 

, ganized by TEC- 

extensive use da. 

, _. “Wfe use private 

sector expertise 
and strategy for our 
campaigns as if we 
were trying to sell a 


lies'—is i>e“S . new product," explains Chodchoy, who 

copied abroad. This in i fajs that *einvolveraenlofprrouc com- 

Brarf. where the Rio P panies b the campaign has helped sus- 

Riodejaneiroacknowled^s a , n it over a longpenod ofbme. 

from die Thai campaign, an “^ Chodchoy is not without her ennes 

pines, where Magic £)«““] horvever. especially those actmsts who 

^-ries are bemg adopted to u p feel that the Magic Eyes campaigns only 

\fcmiL , i „ f( . r scra tch the surface of the monumental 

Manila. . t 9r <ret children lor tt. nilanH’t ftmiron- 


^aiegies are being adopted to clean up 

Manila. children for 

, We decided ro-g'^ sscam . 

our cnvironmenulclea^^ ^ 

paign so « d s ^ ^ ys Chodchov, 

* e ng f h ^Ttai Environmental 

founder of the lopment Asso- 

M dCommand which runs the 
elation ( TEC Though there 

Magic Eyes camp ^ ^ Jie ; m - 

arenohguresas-a M , M ^ cE yesis 

pact of the campS'S 0 ' 

T^:rG^^ G “r ED 

DEVEtoWtsr .ss< <*■ 


■ : Sao Fade is the second largest city in the world with a population of 
over 17 iralBon, hztt oS whom own a car. The position is so potrait thst 
, ais ^jraostpaJpafcfe. £nd the traffic congestion is inconceivable to any- 
' o«*e who' considers an hour srifetg in stand siiEf traffic a bothec. Tb dfei 
y . viate these prooleros SrazSan govemmoat has httroiiaced a scheme 

’. caAed. nxSzio (mecarareg rotation}. 

i-.. . The operation, which this began on have 23 ^go onun- 

- fltte end of ^tfst eaHjr September fdapeod^:« towimich irf 
tiaepoButtoa has dispersed), discourages vdricfesftwnew-. • _ . 

tetteg the city on one day out of five. plates are 

usalto whfsfc cars can be <6wen on wfwh days, 

Fines of US$90 for a ear and nearly double that lor a /jfTlgi x'A 
buck are afiocatec to those who do not adhere to Jit I. 
ffte rules. Approxonaiefy 10,000 fines are giv» wgaWf-.A \i, * ! 
eneachday. wstb nteriber {dates end- r y f 

' ’ 1-or 2 cannot be dte-hren front 7 a^n. to f w- . I 

v ."8.|i^h. sti RSondc^s, those entfing in 3 or 4 Tf 11. | I' . 

.. tin'itiesdays, 5 or S on Wednesdays, 7 or 8 on " TV If 1 ' 1 L ’' 

:, Thursdays end 9 or 0 on rtidays. Tbe weekends ■ " 1*^11.1 : 

/ x are exempt from the pnsgram. - ,V* 

’*'■ . ''- The primary aim of the operation is to re- .|TOgSj| 
dues carbon monoxide emissions and in- ‘ jy 

■■ *■ tetiabie par&fes in the city. The lost day 
.. . prottoced pTGnBsing results, with a 10 percent .. 

degrease m poUutson reported, lids due to the ...WfilYrl-.’ 

20 percent reductien in the hsfiux of v^ddes whfeai res^pd fri 287 
r^toas less carbon monoxide being reteased mto-tibe atyno^phere. The, 
V decrease in &e ncsnbsr of veftscles fifltemtg lhe <^ ^o h^ jpkradive; 
=* -^GpeficossioRs cn tha traffic congestion. MtHitiqg queties now spat*'ap?, : . 
;. 7r M30«M^ 5 SdScmarfresi 2ur«ch thne tratf& fe ttstE^ w^ i^ 

dte'eafy evening nssh hour that bumper to hmi^K^ irarfflc ba^cH^ 

. upas much as 54 tdfometies is reported. The fr^hc ffiawfo Sdo Paolo : 
<= has never beer, so good, bar the few days at flse begoWitig of ianuaiy 


r,mhlems facing Thailand’s environ- ■■ decrease sn pOtSution raportsCL Ttus due to the ~ . 

P en t. ^The group has succeeded in ere- 20 |»rce«t reduction in the influx of v^ticles whfeai res^d fri 287 , : 

"line awareness but does not have faro less carbon monoxide being released : 

a ° ng V practical activities to sustain the &e m snber qf vehicles enteretg : 3 -pi 

ea °hSasiu created’' says Ruankaew =V-^epereossions on the frafficcongestion. :.«* 

n run 0 ' editor of a Thai publication 5 IdScmeires; tone traffic & ■«? 

?^hilcfren at the Thailand Environ- / :: -'*i tite eariy evening nssh hour that bumper to brni^c^ traftic baara^ vA 
For etui a j^ajor policy think tank upas much as 54 Idlomefras is reported. The traffic finriii Sdo PssdO : : !df 
me R ffkok. a * ver beer * 50 S 000 *’ bar *** dscys 31 8*© he&nmgis* ianuaiy i h 

m T^h^debov’s supporters however - Vdi^ most peop^ were away on summer botidays. ;: .. * -l’'*** 

. DO If that t he Magic Eyes cam- ^.iri .-l lhe iwfizio affects art persons ns 

point ou urban gj^^rojunen- thejars, retrial car compass and tomes not transporting perishable 

• -• •.‘-’^V 


goods. Those traispor &i g peri&h^ile products are exempt due to the 
necessfty of ma&itawa^ particular tenyeratares and faumkfity to avoid 
detorioratioit. Fish, meat, eggs*vegetabJes, flowers, fn^t f ar»dc3terers 
are «re«tsid^red to,tobi category. Vetacfe drivers must carry a special 
iden^erioB'carijf wkkh must be eodforsed by ifoe mayor's - office. 

. toeway hoia also ti e e ugrbW t e i d to e iq aecta ut mofoms, though 

itdoesn'tmnountio much.Tbey m«stiB Babfe tobefioed, but to the. 
case ,of a proven anargewiy 8 e fae wB be amiriled. ffls ensures 
ifeat pre gnant moters w^ mat abtcse Uae scheme by going sbopptog 
; ;.f«p exaffnple. BeacffoB^ compromise are mixed- Cctifene 

MadtK&m de 08*e*ra,;2S years old and uearfy nine.months;; 
pregremt b greedy pq ia i w g te^s to case an emer^eucy-' 
arises «m a Wototesday, vMdi fe fifre itay thatshe jcamot 
l-joae stojasprocwel 

cert^fcate-frori^.h^dw^r'vdftA exempts her from pay- 
■i ■" - Iteide'Duarte, 

^ 34 Veare<rid, on the other hand, is not 

, . atafl wotxiaft bylhe nxfizfo. 4< Tbecare 

ir l towwwhat the 

•. 9 « towbor platereatfe,”O Cstado de 

- ' .'Sabftotdoreportterassaying. 

- •; ^ Sbe does -not lave any docu-. • 

nato dding that site is. 
pregnant; s^c^d; an.. 

;;=••• ^ < the«dy ey|d«Ksefeher b^tlyw v ; 

Saneauemo Arribiefital re- - 


tite metropoto^re^oi^ 


th^want hie mfito to tiecoiue a ptom»ietri fixture* but eidydmtog 
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MEGA-PROBLEMS. MEGA-SOLUTIONS 


Indian mothers freed by a service that follows them around 


Building a creche system, brick by brick 
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Rico, H angary, Argentina, and several . 
US dries. 

Community policing has its roots m, 



By MukuL Shamui 

R ewati and Mohanlal, wife and 
husband, are migrant laborers and 
work regularly on the construction 
sites of New Delhi, India's capital 
city. They earn a combined maxi¬ 
mum of SO rupees daily—a sum 
that puts the cost of a private creche for 
their two children beyond their reach. 

Paying domestic help 
for day care, the com¬ 
mon practice among 
middle and upper class 
families, is utterly im- 
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possible on their budget 

Despite working on dozens of differ¬ 
ent construction projects during the past 
five years, the couple did not come across 
a single creche where they could leave 
their children for the whole day, although 
several laws mandate that construction 
companies above a certain size provide 
daycare for workers’ children up to 6 
years of age. Rewati had to resort to be¬ 
ing absent from her work. 

But now a “mobile creche,’' which 
started operating recendy at her con¬ 
struction site, lias changed her life dra¬ 
matically. The creche, run by a voluntary 
organization named Mobile Creches, 
takgfi care of her two children while she 
and her spouse are away at work. When 
construction is 
completed here, 

Rewati and 48 oth¬ 
er female construc¬ 
tion workers will 
move to another 
site—and the 

creche will shift 
with them. The 
place,location and 



thousand police officers to the streets - 
and introduced COMPSTAT, a com¬ 
puter surveillance system providing up¬ 
dates on activity throughout 

the ciiy. Bratton met with precinct com¬ 
manders on a weekly basis, reviewing all 

instances of crime and demanding ex¬ 
planations. Ruzming the department Hke 

a corporation, he wanted results. 

Those results came quickly. Murders 
in New York City fell from 1,946 in 
1993 to 986 by the end of 1996. Car 
thefts, which had risen to 143,000 in 
1990, plummeted to 65,000 by 1996. 

But the intellectual source of Brat¬ 
ton’s campaign in New York is George 
Foiling and James Q. Wilson, authors 
of the 1982 Atlantic Monthly article 
“■Broken Windows.” In it, they suggest 
one broken window leads to many bro¬ 
ken windows, that minor offenses 
set the stage for 


' r 

x^ 


Robert Peel, created a poheeforce ia, 
1829 to counter a rise in , 

by industriaE^on- 

raunity: a constant, watthfoliweserice., 
Critics say this approach , as mter- 
preted by Bratton, can be tooaggeessn- j : 
“Wtfre concerned about police gpmg ap 
te r non-criminal activity ” says Chrfe 
Hanson, an attorney at the'New York 
Civil liberties Union. “Police have got¬ 
ten much more aggressive at stopping 
and searching people. We get lots of 
complaints about police misconduct 
Many are unfounded, but many aren’t-” 
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‘Think in short bursts’ 

These concerns resurfaced after the 
arrest of a Haitian immigrant on August' 

9. The man, Abner Louima, alleges that 

__^ he was beaten and 


a WWl iM.* 


number of children in a creche thus 
keeps adjusting to the needs of the work¬ 
ers, moving along with the infants until 
they reach the age of 12. 

The capital city of India has a boom¬ 
ing construction industry, which is not 
only restricted to New Delhi, but has 
spread to all the surrounding areas. 


known as the National Capital Region. 
According to the Directorate of Eco¬ 
nomics, Government of Delhi, there are 
almost one million people engaged in 
construction work in and around New 
Delhi, of which 10 percent are women. 
This sector is completely dominated by 
migrant workers. 

The construction industry is mobile. 

.v- ..... As construction in 

one place finishes, 
die workers have 
to leave for anoth¬ 
er place in search 
of work. This 
prompted a non¬ 
governmental or¬ 
ganization (NGO) 
to set up the first 
ever mobile creches in Delhi, at the con¬ 
struction sites itself. But after a time, they 
also realized the need to spread out and 
open centers in slums, resettlement 
colonies and other poor residential areas. 

“At present, we are running 15 centers 
in Dellu at the construction sites, seven 
in resettlement colonies and three in 


slums," says Bhagya Lakshmi, a worker 
for Mobile Creches. “We are small and 
inadequate," observes Lakshmi. "So we 
are trying to motivate other people, like 
the contractors at die construction sites 
or the heads of building associations, to 
run their own creches with our help. 
Their message seems to be spreading 
and now three contractors are running 
these creches on their own in Dellu." 

Mobile Creches attempts to tackle the 
problems of the urban poor, who have in¬ 
adequate sanitation, acute shortage of safe 
water, absence of drainage and garbage 
disposal systems, unsympathetic munic¬ 
ipal and civic bodies and a general igno¬ 
rance regarding appropriate weaning, 
feeding and management of conunon 
childhood ailments. Mobile Creches 
takes care of the obvious physical needs 
of the children, conducts daily programs 
of non-formal education and develops 
creative games for the children to play. 

It all began in 1969. when Meera 
Mahadevan, a Gandhian. saw a child 
playing in a heap of nibble at a con¬ 
struction site in Dellu, as her mother 


Private company gives Mexicans tools to recycle sewage 


SIRDO mixes bacteria, filters and 
the profit motive to clean up water 


carried bricks and mortar for a monu¬ 
ment to commemorate the 100th an¬ 
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi’s birth. 
Deeply moved by this sight, she decid¬ 
ed to set up a creche for the children of 
mothers working at construction sites, 
and living in the slums and resettlement 
colonies of Delhi. 

In the course of time, Mahadevan’s 
idea has moved beyond Delhi. Present¬ 
ly Mobile Creches r uns 377 centers all 
over the country. It has permanent of¬ 
fices in Delhi, Mumbai and Pune. In 
1995-96. it provided day care, health, 
hygiene, nutrition and primary educa¬ 
tion services to over 15,000 children. 

Meanwhile, the women workers in 
the construction industry of Delhi do 
the most strenuous and unskilled jobs, 
such as brick-making, stone quarrying, 
assembling of construction materials 
and lifting of stones, bricks and cement. 

The urban construction industry' 
does not realize—or accept—the 
amount of physical hardship and stren¬ 
uous work that a woman worker un¬ 
dergoes at tlie construction sites. The 
city is also immune to the needs, de¬ 
sires and dreams of poor children. Mo¬ 
bile Creches provides a spark of opti¬ 
mism in this grim scenario.® 


uBtanided, Int raafly am’t.’ 


major offenses. 

Despite criti¬ 
cism from civil lib¬ 
ertarians and 
criminologists, 

Bratton stamped 
out “quality of 
life” crimes: car window washers or 
“squeegee pests,” aggressive pan-han¬ 
dlers, people drinking and urinating in 
public. He first tested this approach as 
head of the city’s transit police in 1990, 
reducing crime on city subways by near¬ 
ly 50 percent 

“You lock up people on minor of¬ 
fenses,” explains Kevin Tyrrell, a police 
officer who spent 13 years serving in 10 
different Manhattan precincts, “you 
find that a lot of them have outstanding 
warrants, or are carrying guns.” 


Ife get bts sf eaqihntt abrat 


Mukvl Sharma is a special 
CORRESPONDENT FOR THE Times of 
India newspaper group. 


Keeping the faith 

Now a private consultant, Bratton— 
who resigned as police commissioner 
last year after a dispute with Giufiam over 
credit for the lowered crime rate—takes 
New York’s strategy abroad, marketing 
die plan to mega-cities around the world. 

“I’m more convinced than ever,” 
Bratton says, “that what we developed 
in New York is applicable anywhere, in 
a modified fashion- You wouldn’t take 
everything we did and apply it in Jo¬ 
hannesburg or Mexico city, but the 
core theories and philosophy of com¬ 
munity policing are transferable.”.. 

Bratton’s firm. First Security Ser¬ 
vices. Inc., has consulted police forces in 
England, South Africa, Mexico, Puerto 


sexually assisted' 

with ' a“ toilet 
plunger at fife 70th' 
Precinct. stati o n. 
As a result of the 
inci den t, the cur¬ 
rent commission¬ 
er, Howard Safir, is considering a recall of 

officers in Haiti oh the grounds they are 
more urgently needed in New York. 

Other critics argue that what .the 
NYPD does is not community polic¬ 
ing but instead targeted, miHtaristic 
crime fighting. Nicholas Pas tore, a re¬ 
search fellowatthe Criminal Justice 
Policy foundation and a former police 
chief, argues that New York’s leaders 
“think in short hursts.” . 

“New York’s foiling is not bringing 
the co mmuni ty along with them, so they 
are part of what’s going on. That gives 
you long-term, rooted solutions,” says 
Pastore.® 
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By Rhona Statland de Lopez 

M exico City has approximate¬ 
ly 20 million people and is still 
growing. Although it was built 
in the middle of a lake more 
than 600 years ago, today the 
city hardly has enough water 
to sustain the population. 

While this megacity gets its 
drinking water from relatively 
pure rivers outside the metro¬ 
politan area, water for every- 
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thing else from washing cars to watering 
lawns is at a premium. Many of the lakes 
have been poisoned by human waste. 
Coming up with creative alternatives for 
providing non-toxic water has become a 
priority as the demand for water in¬ 
creases and the supply dwindles. 

One of the most innovative pro¬ 
grams for recycling waste and water is 
the Integrated System for the Recy¬ 
cling of Organic Waste, known by 
its Spanish acronym, SIRDO. 

Developed by Mexican architect 
Josefina Mena, SIRDO offers hope to 
areas ofMexico City that stiD have no 
formal municipal sewage service— 
and lack the resources to install con¬ 
ventional systems. Mena’s designs 
combine the use of filters, solar ener¬ 
gy and fermentation in self-contained 
structures that can be adapted to the 
size of the community involved. 

In the most basic model, a person 
defecates into kind of toilet that does¬ 
n’t fiush, but instead lias a tank to col¬ 
lect the waste, then throws dry leaves 
or dirt on it after he or she is finished. 
This mixes with a chemical prepara¬ 
tion already in the tank that acceler¬ 
ates the process of decomposition. 

Six months later, non-toxic biofer¬ 
tilizer can be collected from the tank. 

This “dzy" system uses no wa¬ 
ter. Other, “wet systems”—some 
large enough to serve whole hous- 


water can be recy cled and human waste 
can be turned into useful substances. 

One of the latest structures to be used 
is a type of outhouse with tanks below 
made from recycled polyethylene. They' 
are light, durable, and impermeable. This 
impermeability is very important since 
otherwise there would be a lugh 
risk of the waste leaching into 
the soil, eventually contaminat¬ 
ing rivers and causing disease. 
One of the most interesting 


aspects of SIRDO is the organization that 
was created to make the final product a 
profitable enterprise for the community. 
The Alternative Technological Group, 
known by its Spanish initials GTA, helps 
communities secure credit (government 
and privite) to purchase, install and op¬ 
erate SIRDO. GTA also educates com¬ 
munities about the system and the wa)-s 



Today's shower, tomorrow’s tomato: Water 
filtered through SIRDO systems In Mexico City 
can be used for urban agriculture 


ing developments or hotels—separate 
out the solid waste in tanks, while the 
water coming from showers, sinks and 
the like are processed “through a slow- 
acting biological filter, generating wa¬ 
ter that is appropriate to irrigating 
crops and gardens," says Mena. 

For more than a decade, Mena has 
been refining her invention so that waste- 


itcan be used as a catylst for money-mak¬ 
ing activities. 

Getting people engaged is critical, as 
SIRDO requires considerable commu¬ 
nity involvement to be effective. SIRDO 
relys largely on organic processes that 
must be monitored carefully. If the guide¬ 
lines aren’t followed—not adding leaves 
after using a SIRDO toilet, for instance— 


these processes can rapidly grind toahaft. 

To boost interest, Mena has focused 
on the economic benefits for the com¬ 
munity, since this is a stronger selling 
point that the less quantifiable ecolog¬ 
ical advantages. Using the fertilizer to 
grow vegetables in their own gardens 
helps the community to provide better 
food for their families than they could 
normally afford. In addition, they earn 
extra money when selling the rest. 

GTA is also involved in several other 
micro-enterprises that, says Mena, are 
producing profits for several poor com¬ 
munities. For example, one complex 
SIRDO filter system allows recycled wa¬ 
ter to be used for raising fish. Another sys¬ 
tem allows fertilizer obtained from or¬ 
ganic waste to be used to cultivate flowers 
on a large scale. In this way, SIRDO has 
become self-siistaimngas wefl as a means 
of generating needed income for the 
communities that utilize it. 

There are drawbacks to this for- 
profit approach. According to one 
report, “In trying to sell their prod¬ 
uct, [GTA] may give an unrealistic 
picture of its potential and require¬ 
ments, they may overlook a com¬ 
munity’s lack of consensus on the 
purposes of adopting SIRDO tech¬ 
nology or fail to point out the inap- 
propriateness of SIRDO given a 
community’s needs.” 

Despite such criticism, GTA is 
pressing on. It is currently in the 
process of doing a viability study on 
ways to improve people’s willingness 
to use eco-friendly detergents.Cur¬ 
rently', even those products that claim 
to be biodegradable sometimes take 
months or even years to disintegrate. 
The GTA objective is to help com¬ 
munities seO detergents that degrade 
within a matter of days. 

If all goes as planned, the GTA 
will encourage these communities to 


grow certain plants that will, in turn, pro¬ 
duce essential oils to be added to 
biodegradable detergent. These will give 
the detergents pleasing fragrances that 
should encourage people to use them.® 


Rhona Statland de Lopez whites 
for The News, a Mexico City-based 

NEWSPAPER. 


URGENT DEADLINE - REPLY IMMEDIATELY - URGENT DEADLINE - REPLY IMMEDIATELY - URGENT DEADLINE - REPLY IMMEDIATELY 


THE WORLD’S RICHEST LOTTERY! 


Prizes worth over 
$1.4 BILLION Dollars 
will be given away in 
Spain’s famous 
“El Gordo” draw. 


Only a limited number of "El Gordo tick¬ 
ets are available, so your chances of win- 
ning are excellent. But as tickets sell out 
quickly, it's crucial that you reserve yours 
today. Order your tickets now and 
you could be one of the BIG WINNERS 
on December 22nd. 


VERY IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ 


HERE'S HOW TO ENTER 


‘El Gordo' is sponsored by the Spanish 
government and Is the biggest oldest and 
most exciting lottery In the world. Now 
thanks to European Lottery Guild, YOU can 
enter this spectacular lottery and win your¬ 
self a fortune! 


Simply complete the Reservation Form 
bekjw and promptly return ft to European 
did with the: 





Lottery Guild 1 


appropriate payment 
Prior to the draw, you will be sent a 
“Confirmation of Entry" acknowledging your 


The giant draw wiH be held on 
December 22nd, 1997 in Madrid, Spain. 
Over one million prizes worth 
$1,441,440,000.00 will be awarded - 
including 130 first-place jackpots totalling 
$312 million. Just match the 5 numbers on 
your ticket with the winning numbers drawn 
and you hit the jackpot. There are also thou¬ 
sands of valuable subsidiary prizes for 
matching Just some of the numbers and 
countless ways to win. Ybu can even win 
up to 4 times on the same ticket 


order and ticket numbers. For your security, 
the tickets themselves are kept in a steel 
bank vault bi Madrid. 


RECOVER!YOUR WMNMGS 



After "El Gordo" is drawn, European 


SUSsaiimfRBproOt: 


Lottery Gidld wilt computer-verity your ticket 
numbers against the official winning num¬ 


bers. VOu'H then receive a complete list of 
the winning numbers along with a Final 
Statement detailing your total winnir^s. 
Best of all, well also send you a cheque 
for your total prize money - paid in a lump¬ 
sum, with no Spanish taxes deducted. 



; qaoi&' jMUsjMtusI^ 


JOIN TOE WINNING EXCITEMENT - RESERVE YOUR “EL GORDO” TICKETS TODAY! 




STYES, I want to enter the “El Gordo” lottery and win my part of over 
$1.4 Billion on December 22nd, 1997. IHBEZilZEClESDfll 

TICKET AVAILABILITY IS LOOTED. H 
Please reserve the following tickets for me: | reply how to avoid Mraaffrooro, [ j 


Q 1 ticket $69.95 (1 ticket = 1 decima*) □ 2 tickets $129.90 (SAVE $10) 

□ 3 tickets $189.85 (save $ 20 ) □ 4 tickets $ 249.80 (save $ 30 ) 

Q 5 tickets $309.75 (Sffl/E $40) 


ALL PRICES IN US. DOLLARS 

-nduMs ara printed in mb of 10. Each Bcfcai you criar b on. daefcna. wHch to T/t O* 1 el a m m aac _ 

*^l(xfcllU^hOTlOtlaetTiwari»llf»lhaaarMriunittscBOii*wflBBr9e0hwrOlirnaarnaiBrnBnay8iww»»aainglBllcloat 


□ Block ticket $ 599.50 (save $ioo) 

(complete set of 10 dedmas”) 


□ Mr 

□ Mrs 

□ Miss/Ms 


FIRST NAME 


SURNAME 


Address. 


Payment by: (tick one box) ego A 7190 

Q Personal Chaque/Bank Draft In U.S. DoHars (payable to 
European Lottery Gufid) 

Qv«aEH Q MasterCard ggg Q Eurocard f~E~l 
□ American Express E3 QDinereClub™ 

Credit Card Number 

nr i i a 


"Ttetephone (_ 


J- 


. Fax(_ 


J. 


KM NOTTCMION OF WMMNGS 

AH prtns ouoom In U.S. Dallas toad on the md io rgo no. of 1 pesoto^OOS. E*ho$# rateo I 
At aid ««* omouitB moy Enojr Jnefados posags. honflh* ond agones' edogos. 

Vbtd wh»» prohibited. Not mHd tor rosktonta of Stogopore. 


Credit Card Expires_ l _ 

MONTH YEAR 


Signature. 


European 
Lottery Guild 


■i tU l M ij IFl $;] i WtliVlV l tiauropean Pipc o s sh t g Centre 
POStbus 74101,1070 

Telephone: INTL + 1 604 8713443. 
credit Card orders may be faxed to: MTT. + L604 871-3476 
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Programs on JTV 
from 13-19 September 


KV 

r 



Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

The Saint 

Philadelphia n (Tel: 634149): 
Fear 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Al Mara ’ Wal Satour (Arabic i 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

A Time to Kill 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

ACE Ventura 1 


Movies & Videos 


. SATURDAY 

2:80-^HoIy Koran 
2:30—Moppet Show 
- 3:00—Blue Heelers 
3 JO—World of Geo 
4:00—The Vally Between 
4J0-TSU 

SiOft-^French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8:00—Ties that Bind 
830—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
.1030—Feature Film 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:30—The Magic School Bus 

3:00—Energy Express 

3:40—Lucky Luky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

6;00-7-French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7 J6—News Headlines 
7:35-^-Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

8 JO—National Geographic 
9:10—Renegade 

10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—One WtiSt Waikiki 
11:15—Sisters 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—The Show With The 

Mouse 

2:30—Cowboy Of The Mos 
Mesa 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 
3:30—Deep Water Have 
4:00—Animal Show 
4:30—Ocean Girl 
5:15—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 
8:00—Murphy Brown 


Homicide, Monday at 11:15 pm 


8 JO—Babylon 5 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Emergency Room(e.r) 
11:15—Homicide 


TUESDAY 

2:00-Ho!y Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 

i-in_p p a 

3:00—Square One T.V 

3 JO—Sldppy 

4 JO—The Album Show 
5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Coach 

8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Great Defender 


11:15—I Remember Nelson 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jenny Quest 

2 JO—Super Dane 

3:00—Secrets of Treasure 
Island 

3 JO—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 

4 JO—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 

8:00—Soldier's Diary' 

8 JO—Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25 —Land's End 
11:00—American Gothic 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Ovide and The Gang 
2:30—The New Fred and 
Barney 

3:00—A meric's Funniest 
People 

3 JO—He Shoot He Scores 

4 JO—Shingalana 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Trivial Pursuit 
8:00—Parenthood 
8 JO—lois and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Flistones 
2:30—Leo The Lion 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Family Matters 
4J0—NBA 
6:10—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbours 
8:00—The Health Show 
8 JO—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—Drama Series 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:15—Daddy’s Girls 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN9AIS 

SAM EDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Yacoutfe 
7:00—Le journal 


7:15—Magazine 

L'lruf Hr Colonib 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

haul pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tous 

LUNDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thalassa 

7:00—Le journal 

7:15—Magazine scientifiqne 

MARDI 

5:00—Qui est qui? 

5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Captain CaTe 

Emission tie varirtes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Des chifTres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

JEUDI 

5:00—Qui est qui ? 

5:30—Divertissement 

7:00—I a* journal 

7:15—Le dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

3:20—Divertissement 
L'ccole des fans 
5:30—Quai numero 1-2/3 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
A lie la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV j 


PARADISE 

ROAD 


• Starring Glenn Close , this film 
centers on a little known chapter of 
World War II, involving the capture 
of tens of thousands of Europeans, 
Australians and Americans by the 
Japanese as they swept through the 
Far East, the film focuses on a 
disparate group of women. 

Directed by Bruce Beresford. 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 
1 Cobble 
5 wanderer 
10 Insult 

14 Middle or 
Dark 

15 Cognizant 
18 Perry »» 

crooner 
17 Reds 

20 Subject® 
hardship 

21 Cal Eves? 

22 Ease UP 

23 Plodhewiy 

24 Fodder 

25 Holdup 

28 Shipbufc*ig 
wood 

29 Hoover, tor 

or® 


Racetracks 


vehicles 

40 Monastery 
head 

41 Sun. talk 

42 Andrews or 
W(ynDar 

43 Wave tops 

44 Raptor 

45 Hastings 
hoosegow 

46 One lacking 
p&nenl 

49 Mend 
argytes 

50 Famous 
West 

53 Blues 

56 Traffic 
signar? 

57 Metricalleet 

58 settled after 

ffigw 


1 Formal 
agreement 
2 -Thickening 


3 Too 

4 Solti sense 

5 Country 

6 Due 

7 Horse 


8 BMcalbost 
.9 wane 

10 Reprove 

11 Affection 

12 Grace 

anting 

13 Nautical left 
IB Sgi Up- 
19 Onion 

relative 
23 Ptecefer 


30 Wide tie 

31 Convenes 

33 Bafing sMng 

34 Genesis 
tower 

36 Choral work 

37 Malay dress 

42 Actress 
’ Mena 

43 Fashionable 
Pierra 

44 Highland 


Army sits 
WNtes 
— out 

(barely 9°* 

Trucks® 



24 Frond planB 

25 Dummies 

26 Bring out 

27 SP 1 *^ 

28 Subarctic 


45 Grata of fifrns 

46 Recorded 
proceedngs 

47 Mad one 

48 Sponge-up 

49 Loses 

- bfffiance' 

50 Timbuktu 
location 

51 5al9 terms 

52 Puntadei — 

54 Soap uni 

55 Crude 


29 pate on 

O OT7. TtaMK Me® 1 Set*** 






—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Getting organized is 
a top priority. Spend time cleaning 
house. Don't waste money on frivoli¬ 
ties. - 

Aries (March 2LAprfl 19). You'D 
wam to work, even if you don't have 
to. An argument with an attractive 
person could lead to romance. Pay off 
an overdue bilL 

Taurus (April 20-SepL 20). Make 
plans with your Hue love, then start 
putting them into action. Let a part¬ 
ner inspire yon and lure you into an 
adventure. 

Gemini (Sept. 21-June 21). Stick 
close to home. Provide comfort to 
your sweetheart Help friends see eye 
to eye by acting as the translator and 
a mess will clear up. 

Cancer (Jane 22-July 22). 
Review an old subject rather than 
starting a new one. You’re fascinated 
by what’s going on at home. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Your 
emphasis is on money. More's com¬ 
ing in, so learn how to take care of it 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). You are 
incredible this time of year. Get 
everybody around you organized. 
They all need your hripful advice. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). If you 
can’t remember making a promise, 
don't wony. Somebody win remind 
you. You'll be powerful, confident 
and good looking. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It's 
about Mends and group activities. 
Assist your committee in finishing a 
goal they’ve' set Don’t take on any 
new projects. You’re under pressure. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Figure out what nteds to happen so 
you can do iL Finish an old project 
—don’t start a new one yeL 

Capricom (Dec. 22-Jau. 19)- Pay 
attention to your career. Make points 
with your supervisor by listening and 
doing what you're tokL Not an easy 
job. 

Aquarius (Jan/20-Feb. 18). These 
days are about other people’s money, 
g ating your affairs in order and fin¬ 
ishing the details that were requested. 
Fill out the paperwork and mm it in. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Get 
everything hashed out so yon and 
your partner know where you stand. 
Now that you've got a good partner- 


jf You’re Having a Birthday 
■p«ic Week: You can do whatever 
you want, once you decade what that 
is. You’re powerful and well orga¬ 
nized. 




Rock Tracks 



Elton John 


By Stacy Jenel Smith 

From the mean streets of Beverly 
( Hills comes rap 
from ... Randy 
Spelling 
Seriously. The son 
i of Aaron Spelling 
| and brother of 
Tori Spelling 
reports he’s just 
about to finish his 
first rap demo 
album. “Acting is 
my career and ray craft, but music is 
more something that comes from the 
soul," observes Randy, who stars on 
NBC’s daytime soaper, “Su/iser 
Beach " and has a recurring role on 
“Beverly Hills 90210. ” “I started rap¬ 
ping and doing music a couple of years 
ago.” Spelling says his rap influences 
are groups like Wu-Tang Clan, The 
Roots and The Fugees. “The rap I lis¬ 
ten to is noi like gangsta rap, it’s more 
like hip-hop ... it has a positive vibe." 
He’s calling his rap group Linx. “It’s 
kind of like linked souls ... all together 
or a common cause." 

Alice Cooper, who’s been busy 
touring on behalf of his *’Fistful of 
Alice" album, has had to cut back on 
1 his beloved golf for a while. Cooper 
boasts a four handicap and has won 
about a dozen amateur tourneys this 
year. “I wouldn’t play professionally, 
but I think it would be interesting in 
five years or so for Alice Cooper to 
join the Seniors Tour,” he says. Well, 
he certainly could pass for the bogey 

man. 

The recent unveiling of the 
Broadway-bound “Lion King " musi¬ 
cal at Minneapolis* Orpheum Theater 
brought forth six show-stopping num¬ 
bers and a thunderous standing ovation 
al the finale. The production features 
the songs by Elton John and Tim 
Rice that graced the movie — plus 
some new numbers by Grammy-win- 
nin g composers Mark Mancina and 
Hans Zimmer. “He Lives Wok You” 
is one of the highlights of the show. 

Frankie Avalon is showcased in the 
two-volume CD “The Chancellor 
Story, " which contains hits by Bob 
Marcucci’s stable of ’50s-’60s 
Chancellor Records stars. He recalls 
that when he started out, people said, 
“He’ll be lucky if he lasts a year." 
Some 40 years later, he remains busy, 
dividing his time between his business 
enterprises and playing dates in Las 
Vegas, Atlantic City and elsewhere. 

O B91.Tdbone Media Sovicci 
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Jourdain 

Supplement en frangais du Star 




Des SDF israeliens se refugient chez les Palestiniens 

0Huil sans Jog is israeliens, qui out denwnde J'asUe pnliliquc a VAuloritfpalesdnienne, se soot 
installs dans la ville auto name dv Jericho ou ils out etc trailes commc des rois. Les huitjuifs 
sepharades. dout un hebc.font partied'nit grttupc Ac squatters qui avait lance cnjudlet une 
camp ague a hi ire la cherte des liners en Israel, cn occupant des appartemenls publics. Trois d'etltre 
citx etaient alien jusqu 'a menacer de se snicider en faisanr explorer des grenades si le 
gouvernemvnt ne leur fonrnissait pas de logewertt. Sc disant ehoques par les methodes violences 
employees par le gnnvernemeut ixruclien pour les dclvger. les irais sans-logis se sont toumes la .. 
scum in e derniere vers I'Antnrue ptdesiiiiicunv. trap cunleiite de faire ainsi nn pied de nez au 
goiiverneinent de ftenjamin Xetanynhou. L 'Autorite les u accucillis a ses frais d I'hdtel Jerusalem 
de Jericho. Depnis. cinq mures sans-logis les uni rejoints ct 120 families seraient. seton eux, en 
attente. «Les Pulestimens sont uux petits snins avec nous*, sc rejouit Shlomo BuzU, 29 ans. unjuif 
rcligieux. 

Tons denoncenl itvcc amertume hi politique de Netanyahnu. pour qui ils avaient pourtant voti en 
mai 1996. «C'c goovernemcni m'a Iraki en se desinteressant du problem* des plus riemi m is*, 
declare encore Shlonm Buzit . 

Scion les estimations de /'opposition de gauche. 100.000families sont affeclees par la crise du 
logemeiu en Israel. 

J. z 


Vous voulez ecrire en frangais 2 

Aiors n’hesitez-pas a collaborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain- 
Que vous soyezpassionne. 
d’economie, de politique, 
de faits de societe ou de culture, 
vos articles nous interesseht. 

Pour tout renseignement, contactez 
Yannick Laine au Star- ■ 
au 645 380 / 652 38Q,“ ; 
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Depute, e’est un metier 

Ctrnme en Jordanie, le parlement frangais 
compte deux chambres: le Senat et 
l Assemblee nationale. Celle-ci est 
compose e de 577 deputes qui tous, 
jongleur avec un emploi du temps serre. 


Politique 


Les deputes sont elus 
piuir cinq tins ;m suffrage uni¬ 
verse! dircvl. Cc mandat peui 
ei re cc« nine cn -.‘as de dissolu¬ 
tion de 1'Asseinhlee. prononcec 
pur le president de la Repu- 
hlique : les nuusclles elections 
i>nl .•ilnr* Jieu 2i> jnur 1 * ou moins 
et (tl jn'irs au plus jpres ij dis¬ 
solution. Bien qu'elu dune 
>cule circmseripiion. le depute 
est investi en Lint que represen- 
lani de hi Nation. d'un mandat 
national. II esi protege durum 
ses ftmeiiuns par deux immuni- 
U ; s : (‘irrespnnsahilite. qui lui 
permet deehapper;i toute pour- 
suiie pour les opinions ou votes 
qu'il a pu e\ primer et 
linviol.ihiliic qui ecarte pen¬ 
dant le s cessions toute possibil¬ 
ity d'aeiion en justice centre 
lui. en nvjtierc criminellc ou 
correctiunnelie. sauf tiutorisa- 
tinn espresso de lasscmblce a 
laquelle il .ippunicni. Les depu¬ 
tes uni la pussihilile dc rallier 
un groupe parlcmcnuiirc. repre- 
sentatif d un parti : le groupe 
esi forme ii partir dun effeclif 
minimum de 20 membres. 


Chaque groupe designe en son 
sein un president, des orateurs 
ct prend position sur les textes. 

Le depute est en general pre¬ 
sent ii I'Assemble nationale du 
ma/di au jeudi soir. La. il dis¬ 
pose d’un bureau qui. avec une 
banquette-lit cl un cabinet de 
toilette, peut lui servir £gale- 
ment de chambre a coueher. la 
joumee suit ic rylhme des di- 
verses commissions dont il esi 
membre et oil les textes sont 
discutes avant d'etre presentes 
a I‘h6 mi cycle. Le restc de la 
.seniainc &e passe dans sa cir- 
conscription : renconues avec 
ses administrds. cocktails et 
inaugurations diverses. prepara¬ 
tion de la prochaine election, 
ses upres-midi et ses soirees 
sont bien occupces. Enfin. deux 
fois par on au moins. le depute 
rend visite a ('ensemble des 
maires dc sa circonscription qui 
lui font part de Icurs doleances 
evcniuelies. A charge pour lui 
de defendre au mieux leurs in- 
tereis dans la capitate. ■ 

Le Jourdain 


Legislatives: vicissitudes d’un scrutin 

De la naissance du royaitme jusqu 'a nos jours , le mode electoral pour designer * les representahts du 
peuple , a beaucoup evolue . Aujourd'hui encore , il n 9 est pas accepts par tous. Le systeme 
«une personne-une voix» est la cible des critiques d’a peu pres Vensemble de Vopposition etVune des 

raisons principales du boycott des musulmans. 



Les regies du jeu electoral 

Elies unt etc fixees par Cord on nance du 13 octobre 1958 
puis mndifiees en 66 et 76. Le mode de scrutin retenu est le 
scrutin uninominal niajoritaire a deux tours. Nul n’est flu 
au premier tour s'il n'a recueilli la majorite absolue des 
suffrages exprimes et un nombre de voix egal au quart au 
moins du nombre des ftecleurs insertLs duns la circon¬ 
scription. A defaut, le scrutin de ballottage a lieu le di- 
manche suivant Pour etre candidat au second tour, il est 
nccessaire d'a voir ete candidat au premier tour et d'y 
avoir recueilli un minimum de voix : aujourd'hui, 12^% 
des eltfcteurs imerits. 

L’ordon nance du 7 novembre 1958 a institue les deputes 
supplcants. Ils sont elus en merae temps que les deputes et 
les remplacent en cas de deefes, acceptation d'une fonedon 
go uv erne men tale ou de membre du Consefl constitudon- 
nd ou prolongation au-dela de six mois d'une mission tem- 
poraire conCee par le gouvernement 


Les femmes ont obtenu le droit de vote I'annec oil le rni Hussein a stispendu le 
parlement, au debut des annees 70. 


A la creation du 

Royaume. la loi tSIcciorale mise 
en place reprrnait le modelc 
britannique. Le pays dtait di¬ 
vise en circonscription* ct cn 
raison d'une distribution dc- 
mographique irnfgulicre. dans 
chacunc d'elle. (e nombre de 
deputes etait proportionnel ii la 
population. Et les JonLiniVns 
disposaiem d’auiant de voix 
que de deputes U elirc. D’autre 
pan. la loi rcservail des siirgcs 
pour les communautcs ehre- 
cienne ou circassienne nu en¬ 
core tcheichenc. Ainsi dans 
une circonscription avec cinq 
sieges ii pourvoir. les electeurs 
votaient pour cinq personnes et 


suivant les quotas, ils dev.iiem 
chuisir panni Ic* candidats cn 
lice, au moins trois musul¬ 
mans. un chretien et un circass- 
ien. 

Avec I’unification de la Civ 
jordanie en 1951. la chambre 
des deputes fut agrandie j 120. 
dont t«il elus pour la Cisjorda- 
nie. On aucnienia le nombre 
de sieges Chretiens pour luire 
place a des cinciinscriptions 
com me Bethlehem et Ramal- 
lah. 

Apres b guerre de I9j>7. d 
Jevint impossible d organiser 
des elections dans les terri- 
toircs occupcs. si bien qu'en 
1970. le parlement elu en 1966 


f«i pn>longc dun deuxieme 
mandat de quatre ans. au bout 
duquel le Roi Hussein suspen- 
. dit le parlement. ImniquemenL 
cettc suspension inter* int 
I'annec memo ou ies femmes 
eccederem au droit de vote. 

‘■L’lslam est la solution* 

Dix ans plus lard, en 1984 
un mnendement const iiutinnnel 
a permis la reactivation du 
parlement elu en 1%6. Les 
deputes decodes entre-temps 
unt etc remplaccs par d'autres 
elus tors d'elections locales en 
Transjordanie. Les sieges va- 
eants de Cisjordanie furent 
pourvus a la suite d'un vote or¬ 
ganise par les deputes survi- 


vants dc cette region. 

Puis, la perte progressive des 
liens adminisLralifs et l^gaux 
avec la Cisjordanie. en 1988. 
n^cessita un deuxieme amende- 
ment a la loi. Dcsormais. la Si¬ 
nai comprendrait 40 membres 
et la Chambre des d£put&. 80 
membres. dont neuf sieges 
pour les chreticns. deux pour 
les circassiens. el un siege 
tchcichcne. 

C'esi dans le cadre de cede 
loi que ce sont tenues les Elec¬ 
tions de I9S9. constddrees 
comme libres ei representatives 
par la presse occidentals. Le 
Front d' Action Islamique 
i FAI i. le bras politique des 
Freres Musulmans d'y tempor¬ 
al pas la majorite. mais il de- 
vini tout de meme le pani par- 
lementaire le plus important, cc 
qui lui a permis d'occuper des 
posies ministeriels clefs 
comme V education, les affaires 
sociales et Tagriculture. 

Dans ce systeme. et surtoul 
dans les circonseriptions avec 
plusieurs sitges a pourvoir. il 
etait possible d'echanger des 
blocs de votes entre candidats. 
Exemple : je suis le candidal du 
FAI et potentiellemeni je vais 
rcuuciilir sur mon nom 2000 
suffrages. A cote, il y a un can¬ 
didat chretien a peu pres dans 
la meme position. L'n petit ar¬ 
rangement entre nous deux et 
hop, nous appelons chacun j 
voter egalement pour l’auixe. 
Du coup, en plus des suffrages 
musulmans. je peux esperer 
recuperer les votes Chretiens. 
Le FAI a ainsi pu faire elite 
plus facilement ses represen- 
tants et les autres candidats qui 
lui etaient le plus favorables. 
On a entendu dans la rircon- 


Refugies palestiniens 


scription de Madaba un candi¬ 
dat chrftien. soutenu- par le 
FAI. mener campagne sous le 
slogan: *L'lstam est la solu¬ 
tion* ! 

Place aux tribus 

Unc fois que les electeurs 
n'eurem plus qu'un seui vote 
possible. ce type 

d" arrangements dispuruL 

En effei. juste avant les elec¬ 
tions de 1993 et pendant la 
relache du parlement. le gou- 
vememenr intnxiuisit un 
amendemem h la loi electorate, 
qui donnoil a chaque electcur 
(tous les iordaniens ages tie 
plus de 19 ans. a I'exception 
des membres des Forces Ar¬ 
mies. des agences de la sEcuri- 
tc. et de la"defense civile) un 
seui vote, e'est le fameux 
systEme rant dEerie aujourd'hui 
d‘«une personne-une voix*-. 
L'amendcment fut applique 
pendant les elections bien que 
ratifiE sculement par le parlc- 
ment suivarn. Dnns la nouvelle. 
chambre elue. la XU^me. 
I'opposition a perdu beaucoup 
de sieges au profit des person- 
nages tribaux. qui. au cours des 
quatre annEes suivantes. rati- • 
lierern routes les his proposies 
par le gouvememenu notam- 
ment le traite de paix avec 
Israel, et furent rEcompenses en 
consEquence par des posies 
minisleriels. Le nouveau mode 
de scrutin n'est pas la scule ex¬ 
plication possible des pertes en 
sieges des musulmans. Pour les 
elections dc 1989.. les Freres 
musulmans etaient ks seuls a 
pouvoir se van ter d'une organi¬ 
sation de campagne. Dans plu¬ 
sieurs circonseriptions. ils ont 
gagne parce que les votes pour 

Culture 


des partis iraditionoels se son! : 
eparpillEs entre piusieiiirs dindi- 
dats. Quatre ans plus tard cn re¬ 
vanche, les tribus se sont or-, 
ganisdes en rnettant en place 
des sortes de primaires. Elies • 
Elisent ainsi un seui Candida^, 
pour les reprEsenicr aux Elec¬ 
tions iEgislatives. qui dans hi 
plupart des cas -reinpoita le 
scrutin. 

Que reprochent. exactemerit' 
les partis tie Topposition ati 
nouveau systeme Electoral ? - 
Premibrement. ta fa^on dont le : 
gouvemement l'a introduit. La 
constitution permet. au. gt?u-' 
vememenL en cas d’urgence.:.. 
dc faire passer des lots tempo-:; 
raircs pendant la relache parte- 
mentaire. lois qui doiyent-fitre-; 
ensuite raiiltEes pendant la le- - 
gislaturc ■ suivantc. . -Pour 
I’opposition. il d'y -avail pra 
d'urgence. Bile spupfprate tes- j 
diriseants de l'«ipoque d*avoir 
agi "de la sorte pour s'assurer 
des lEsultats favorabks aux -j 
Elections.- t V 

La contestation: . . poire 
deuxiememcnv sur la rEpam-.: 
tion et la division inEgales desr 
sifeges et des circonseriptions. 
Alnst. ~ seolemeni/ -six, sibges 
sont rEservEs k la drconscrip- 
tion de Zarqa sildrs que les gou- 
vemorais de KErak, Ma’am, Ta- 
tila. . Madaba . et. . Aqaba 
repiEsentent ensemble 12% de 
la popultaiton mais 21 siEgps. 
L'opposition reclame 

1'augmentation du nombre de 
circonseriptions pour que la 
population de diacune soil de 
la mbme tuille, ce.que.le gou- . 
vemfemenl’ refuse obstinEment 
• ■ 
Ali Kassay 


Retour a la case depart pour I’UNRWA 

Lors de la reunion des pays donateurs a Amman, Vagence des Nations Unies a regu 
des promesses d’aides suffisantes pour combler son deficit de 97. Mais Vavenir des 
refugies palestiniens dont elle a la charge n ’en est pas plus souriant pour autant. 


Devant I’hdtel Forte 
Gr.mde d'Amman, inardi derni¬ 
er. soudain un cri : - Cchi fail 
JO ans i pic turns a Hendons 
quellin'tin pour l iborer unite Li 
I'alevtine Je ta mer jusqu au 
Jourdain. ycla fait 50 tins que 
nous .untilnms incus nn jour, 
quciqu'nn e/euJiu Hints liber- 
er -. Lc libcraicur. qu'esperc 
ceiie l cm me dans sa robe rouge 
irndit inline lie de palestiniennc 
cst-ll dans ect hotel 7 Surcmcnt 
pny Dons }u yrandc mile de 
rcumnn luvucusc du Forte 
Gnindc. d n'y a que les repre- 
serUunts des pays donateurs Ve¬ 
nus sauver une lois de plus 
I UNRWA (United Nations Re¬ 


lief Works Agency pour les rE- 
fugiEs palestiniens) de la ban- 
queroute. 

Et une fois de plus. 
I'UNRWA a rEussi It eviter le 
pirc. Le dEficit dc 20 millions 
de dollars qui lui restait encore 
sur les bras pour I’excrcice 97 a 
Ete comblE gr3oe aux promes¬ 
ses gEndreuses de certains do¬ 
nateurs : le Japon en tfite a ac- 
cordE 12.6 millions de dollars, 
les Etats-Unis. 7.5 millions. les 
ftiys-Bas ct I’Allemagne. cha¬ 
cun 1 million. 1’ltalie. 900 000 
dollars et I'Espagne. un demi 
million de dollars. 

La France, pour sa part, reste 
(argemenc «d la traine • selon 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda frangais d'Anunan 
Cinema 

Cych? consacre a 1‘acteur Michel Piccoli. 

Sept worts sur ordontutnee, de Jacques Rouffio 
|] g 75). A quinze ans d'intervalle, deux m^dedns 
deviennent les victmies d'un professeur qui entend 
ma in ten ir son autorite par tous les moyens 
Lundi 15 septembre k 20h30 au Centre culturel 
francais. Tel.: 637009/636445/612558. 

Exposition 

Vingt ptinneauv et une projection video sur la 
radioactivity, pour tout savoir sur le phenomene 
decouvert par Pierre et Marie Curie. Au CCF, 
jusqu'au 30 septembre. 

• Concert 

Laurent de Wilde, compositeur et interprbte de 
jazz : avec son trio, au centre culturel royal, 
le samedi 13 septembre a 20h30. 

Prix du billet: 5 JD a retirer sur place ou au CCF. 


les propres termes du commis- 
saire-genEral de I’UNRWA. Pe¬ 
ter Hansen. Mardi. elle n’a en 
loui cas pas promis de supple¬ 
ment 5 sa participation habi- 
tuelle. de l'ordre de 3 millions 
de dollars quand cede dc (a 
Norvege depasse les 11 mil¬ 
lions. 

Au bout du compte. 
I'UNRWA a rEcupEre b Tissue 
de cette joumee capitate de 
quoi voir venir la fin de I’annEe 
et son commissairc genEral a 
pu annoncer I'annulation de 
quelques mesures drastiques et 
impopulaires auprbs des rEfu- 
gi6s. que I’agence avait dEcrE- 
tEes pour eropecher 
TElargissement du gouffre. 

Ainsi les Elbves des Ecoles de 
J’UNRWA ne seront pas sou- 
mis b des frais de scolaritE. 
Deuxiemement les rembourse- 
ments des frais d'hopitalisation. 
que I’orgonisation menafait de 
suspendre pour les deux der- 
niers mois de 1'annEc. seront 
bien assures. CcpendanL cer- 
laines decisions sont conser- 
vEes : « Si nous voulons encore 
etre capabtes de foumir la 
qualiie de service neccssaire 
pour les 3.5 millions de reftt- 



Plus d'une centaine de refugiis palestini¬ 
ens manifestaient mardi devant I'UNRWA. 


gies palestiniens dont nous 
uvons la charge, qucfqtirs-tutes 
des mesures annoncivs le 19 
aotil dernier doivent etre main- 
tenues*. a precise Peter Han¬ 
sen. La induction de I5*5r du 
personnel international de 
I'UNRWA et surtout le gel des 
cmbauches de nouveaux pro- 
fesseurs malgrE T augmentation 
croissante des Etudiants seront 
dons appliquds dans les diffe- 
rcnts camps de la rEgion. 

On le voit, la tendance n'est 
pas franchement a la prodigali¬ 
ty. L'UNRWA. pour les annEes 
b venir. se irouve face ii un 
casse-teie chinois. D'un cote. 
I'aide intemationale recule. De 
Tautrc. les besoins pour assurer 
ses missions d'etiucalion et de 
santE augmentent proportion- 
nellemenl a la croissancc de la 
population des camps. 

L'UNRWA no peut raison- 
nablement continuer sur la voie 
pErilleusc de la rEduclion de ses 
services. Elle prendrait aiors le 
risque d'une explosion de vio¬ 
lence dans - tous les camps dc 
rEfugiEs. C'cst cc dont les do¬ 
nateurs ont tout a fait con¬ 
science. Le rcprEsentant de la 
France. Stanislas de Laboulaye. 

consul-gEnEral 
de JEruslem. 
confiait en 
marge de la 
reunion que 
i les Putesii- 
niens ne snnt 
pas une popu¬ 
lation avec lu- 
quclle on pent 
jituer cuiiune 
ga*. 

Les multi¬ 
ples manifes¬ 
tations organi¬ 
ses par les 
rEfugiEs dans 
leurs diffif- 
rents. pays 
hfites pour 


protester centre les mesures 
d'urgence de I'UNRWA mon- 
trcnl la determination des Pa¬ 
lestiniens a ne pas laisser leur 
sort se- JEcider sans eux. Le 
jour meme de ia reunion 
d’Amman, unc dElcgalion de 
Palestiniens est intervenue pour 
rcmettrc une petition a Peter 
Hansen dans laquelle ils soultg- 
rvaient qu'-rnif diminution des 
aides ii I'UNRWA serait pour 
citx tine source Je frustration ». 
et un danger pour la stnbiiitE de 
lu rEgion. 

C'est sans doute cet argu¬ 
ment de la peur que Peter Han¬ 
sen esi sou vent rente d’utiliser 
pour persuader les 22 pays do¬ 
nateurs et d'accucil des rEfu- 
giEs de prometire toujours da- 
vaniage. Le commissairc ge¬ 
neral est aussi pret a prendre 
son baton de pelerin pour aller 
UEmarchcr d'autres bienfai- 
teurs. II Ta dEja fail au debut de 
cette unnde dans les pays du 
Golfe. sans vEritable sueefes. 
Mais d'autres rEgions du 
mondc cedes que TAmErique 
Inline et l'Asie du sud-csr sont 
Egalement au programme de 
ses prochaines tournees. 

Au-dela des simples ques¬ 
tions d‘argent. reste le 
pmblEme politique. Chacun 
s'accorde a dire que ce statut 
de refugiE ne peut durer Eter- 
nellemenL Refusant I'idEe 
d'une installation dans leurs 
pays d'nccueil. tes Palestiniens 
brandis5cnt aiors comme un 
cpouvantail la resolution 194 
des Nations unies qui leur re- 
cunnait le droit d'etre protEgEs 
et assistEs ou dc rctoumer cn 
Palestine. 

Issue qui dans l'Etat actuel 
du processus de paix semble 
aussi improbable que TarrivEe 
du libErateur de la femme cn 
rouge. V 

Yannick Lain 4 


Irbid, nouveau desert artistique 

Cette annee, le festival culturel d*Irbid, prevu en.septembre, ~ 
n 'aura pas lieu. Manque d 1 argent, manque de materiel, manque 
de dialogue entre les differents partenaires. Bref on s 'ennuie 
fenne dans la deuxieme ville du pays.. 

Cela saute aux yeux : 
un fossE culturel separe les 
deux villes du nord du ro¬ 
yaume. D’un c6t£. il y a JErash 
avec son festival d’EtE interna¬ 
tional qui lui redonne son lustre 
antique et de I’autre, Irbid. qui 
semble vivre dans TobscuritE. 

II y a un an, Irbid accueiUait 
son premier festival culturel 
qui Etait aussi le premier dans 
son genre. L'objectif Etait de 
raconter I’histoire de la ville 
connue pour sa richesse en blE. 

Autour de ce th&me. le pro¬ 
gramme Etait consacrE a la rE- 
colre et & la boulangerie. Mais, 
en raison de difficulty finan- 
ciEres et d'organisstion le festi¬ 
val devait Eire it la fois dEce- 
vant et peu suivi. 

Du coup, cette onnEe. Irbid 
renonce b 1'organisation de 
toures festivitEs. Le direcieur 
du departement culturel de la 
ville, Souleiman Al-Azrai, ex- 
plique : -Nous avons decide 
d'incorporer les activities du 
festival d'lrbid dans celui d'Um 
Qais. Notts esperons ainsi fav- 
oriser la vie cuhuretle de ce 
sire*. Mais en rEaittE, il y a 
d'autres motifs: le succEs indu¬ 
bitable du festival de [a citf an¬ 
tique frEquentEe chaque annEe 
par des miliiers de touristes. De 
plus. h. Irbid. i) n'exisie pas de 
locaux spEcialement equipEs 
pour accueillir des manifesta¬ 
tions culturel les. *L 'annee der- 
niere, nous nous sommes dc- 
brauilies avec des structures 
reservees d’habiCude a des ac- 
tn'ites spartives, regtette You¬ 
sef Ghawanmeh. directeur du 
plus ancien et du plus impor¬ 
tant centre culturel d'lrbid et 
I'un des principaux organisa- 
teurs du festival, nous n'avions 
pas d'autre choix puisque la 
municipalite avail refuse de 
nous prater un de ses locaux*. 

Un manque d'entente entre les 
diffErents act ears de la vie cul- 
turelle, qui selon Yousef, 

•emptche Irbid de gagner une 



Lepoete Arar, decede en 1949, etait l'un des represen - 
fonts lef plus cilebres de la culture d'lrbid. 


reputation cuhurelle digne de 
la deuxieme ville de Jordanie ». 
Les moyens financiers sont 
Egalement. timites. *Lu snmmc 
allouee par le ministere de la 
culture esi souveni insuffisanie. 
condamne le directeur du cen¬ 
tre. nous awns meme parfois 
du mol d. payer le location du 
bdtiment qui nous abrite*. 

Les mani festations cu 1 tu¬ 
rn! les resiem par ailieurs limi- 
tEes b Irbid : quelques soirees 
poEtiques, des expositions et 
des confErences. Les artistes ir- 
bidiens sont les premiers b re- 
gretier cette crise : «A mon 
avis, la ville connah un vrai re- 
cul culturel. dEplore le pofete 
Abu Obeid, elle abrite pres de 


42 centres qui ne sont pas 
beaucoup aides*. •Faux'!, t€- 
torque Mahmoud AJ-Ta|, le sec¬ 
retaire gEnEral du minisfcfere de 
la culture, c’est une accusation 
sans fondemmL Irbid est au 
premier rang de nos prSoccu-' 
potions *. II reste que les jeunes 
irbid tens ne savant plus quoi 
faire pour s'occuper : eLes cen¬ 
tres nnendem que cela leur 
lombe tout cuit dans le bee, se 
dEsespErent plusieurs d'entre 
eux. nous n'auendons pas des 
miracles mais simplemeru de 
quoi etancher noire curiosilt 


Nahed Al-Khloof 
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Recounting Diana’s last day 


Byjohn-Tbor Dafalburg 

'PARIS—The morning of ihe lan day of 
their lives included a dip in the blue waters 
. ot-.the Mediterranean. The idyll under the 
August, sun was drawing to a close, but 
-that night they could look forward to the 
.delights of Paris. 

However, as the blond and tanned 
Diaria. Prineess of Wales. 36. and the man 
who had-become the new love in her life. 
Dodi Fayed, 41, son of an Egyptian bil¬ 
lionaire; splashed in the warm seas off the 
Italian island of Sardinia where his triple¬ 
deck yachL the Jonikal. was anchored, 
there was an unpleasant intrusion of reality 
to remind them, as if they needed it. how 
totally different they were from other 
- couples. 

Some “paparazzi." photographers who 
make a living by chasing and shooting pic- 
. tores of celebrities, asked them to pose for 
a few photos. Diana and her companion 
refused-—and apparently got dressed down 
orally for it. ‘There were just not heavy 
words, but implications, curses and insults 
directed specifically at the princess.” a wit¬ 
ness later told a British newspaper. “It was 
awful." 

The incident may have been their first 
encounter of the day with the paparazzi, 
but it would not be the last. And before 
the next day dawned, Diana, and the man 
who reportedly was hoping to marry the 
divorced wife of Prince Charles, the heir to 
the British throne, were both dead. 

After lunchtime that Saturday, the 
couple boarded a private jet at an airport in 
the north of Sardinia, a rocky island south 
of Corsica. About an hour and a half later, 
they landed at Le Bourget north of Paris. 
On the tarmac to greet Diana and Fayed 
was the No. 2 security guard from the Ritz 
Hotel, the short and balding Henri Raul. 
41. who. in addition to the paparazzi, was 
to play a pivotal role in the tragedy that 
had begun to unfold. 

According to police sources, film confis¬ 
cated from photographers who took pic¬ 
tures of the car in which Diana died show 
that paparazzi were on to the couple as 
soon as they touched down at Le Bourget. 
By 5 pm. as many as 30 had gathered out¬ 
side the Ritz. a hotel owned by Fayed’s 
father. 

Photographers' determination to get a 
picture was whetted by the astronomical 
prices—up to $5 million, according to 
trade gossip—fetched by a grainy shot 
token bv one of their colleagues that was 
the first photographed embrace between 
Diana and Fayed. 

The new love interest in the princess* 
life was a millionaire playboy and film 


producer whose father owns, along with ihe 
Ritz. Harrods department store in London 
and other exclusive properties. 

After Dodi arrived in Paris, he was think¬ 
ing out loud with a relative about the 
months to come. Apparently he was plan¬ 
ning to propose to Diana. At 8:45 pm Dodi 
phoned a cousin. Hussein Yassin, a Saudi 
businessman who works for oil companies, 
the relative says. "I asked him bluntly." 
Yassin recounted in a newspaper interview. 
“I said. ‘Dodi. are you very serious about 
this relationship?’ And he said, ‘We are 

very serious..So. I said, well, you know. 

you should make it easy for yourselves and 
announce an engagement, that you are 
going to get married.’ And he said. *We are 
going to. We are going to get married.’” * 

When he had jrrived in Paris, Fayed had 
dropped in at Repossi’s, an exclusive jew¬ 
eler on the Place Vendome opposite the 
Ritz. He picked up a ring, Repossi spokes¬ 
woman Alice Valentin" confirmed. She 
declined to divulge further details. But The 
Sun, Britain's biggest tabloid, said it was a 
diamond ring worth more than $200,000. 
and quoted jeweler Alberto Repossi himself 
as saying Dodi had ordered a ring unlike 
any other and confided he wanted to “spend 
the rest of his life" with Diana. 

On Saturday, after dodging photogra¬ 
phers near the Champs-Elysees, where Dodi 
has an apartment, the pair showed up at the 
Ritz around 10 pm. two bodyguards running 
interference through a clutch of photogra¬ 
phers. Fayed’s father later said his son and 
Diana weren't expected; according to some 
reports, they were planning to dine at a chic 
bistro in a trendy neighborhood near the 
Centre Pompidou but gave up because of 
the pressure from paparazzi. 

Outside the Ritz were the photographers, 
their gaze riveted on the Ritz’s main door¬ 
way. Paul, who went off duty earlier in the 
evening, when it seemed that Diana and 
Fayed wouldn’t be reluming, was called 
back in. He returned in his own car at about 
ID pm, according to security-camera foot¬ 
age released by Harrods. 

Police tests later would show that the 
weekend pilot and former officer candidate 
in the French Air Force had been drinking, 
and was carrying more than three times the 
lawful level of alcohol in his blood. The 
hotel said no one detected the smell of liq¬ 
uor on the security guard’s breath, or any 
other signs of intoxication. The armor- 
plated Mercedes and driver they had used 
earlier, as well as an accompanying Range 
Rover, would exit the Ritz to uy to trick 
photographers into heading off in a different 
direction. 

At 12:20 am. Sunday. Aug. 31. ihe secur¬ 
ity-camera videotape shows Diana. Dodi 
and Paul walking to the service entrance of 


the Ritz. Fayed slipped hi.s arm around 
Diana. A photographer was there to snap 
the scene as the princess exiled the hotel 
Along with a bodyguard. Paul and his pas¬ 
sengers climbed into a black 1994 Mer¬ 
cedes-Benz 280-S, a two-ton sedan with a 
197-horsepower engine. 

But the ploy to outwit the paparazzi had 
failed. As they pulled away from ihe Ritz. a 
number of photographers gave chase on 
motorcycles and scooters. The limo swung 
into Paris* central Place de la Concorde, 
then bore right for the expressway that par¬ 
allels the Seine and runs west toward the 
city’s exclusive 16th district. That mule, 
too. seems to have been meant as a decep¬ 
tion. For Diana and Fayed were not hound 
for the 16th at all. where the Egyptian’s 
father is the owner of the former residence 
of ihe Duke and Duchess of Windsor on the 
fringes of the leafy Bois de Boulogne, but 
for Dodi's apartment near the Arc de 
Triomphe. 

Evidently, the plan was to use 'the tree- 
flanked expressway, where there arc nu 
traffic lights to slow the Mercedes down, to 
shake the paparazzi and then change 
course. East of the busy Place de I’Alma, 
the road dips and makes a sudden bend In 
ihe left into an underpass. Rim seized after 
the accident by police clearly shows pho¬ 
tographers at one point around the Mer¬ 
cedes. and Paul tugging down the sun visor 
as if to prevent himself from being blinded 
by the photographer's flashbulbs. 

A motorist from Normandy driving in 
front of Paul has said that in his rear view 
mirror, he saw a motorcycle carrying two 
people swerve into the path of the Mer¬ 
cedes. Witness accounts concur that Paul 
was speeding: one initial police estimate 
talks of a possible 121 mph in a 30-mph 
zone. He hit the brakes hard enough m 
leave a slick of rubber more than 50 feel 
long, an action that likely would have made 
Dodi and Diana, whose seat belts were not 
fastened, lurch forward. 

But the heavy sedan ran head-on into a 
square concrete pillar. Wrenched to the 
right with tremendous force, the vehicle 
careened into a brick-lined wall, 
rebounded, and shuddered to u stop in the 
slow lane, the horn blaring and the 
smashed-in front end pointing in the direc¬ 
tion from which the car came. Dndi and 
Paul were dead. 

A security guard riding in the front scat. 
Trevor Rees-Jones. 29. a former British 
paratrooper, apparently was saved by the 
passenger-side air hag. but his face had 
crashed through the windshield on impact. 

A physician. Dr Frederic Maillicz. 36. 
was at the wheel of a vehicle belonging to 
SOS-Medecms. a medical charily, and trav¬ 
eling in the tunnel in the opposite direction. 



Princess Diana leaving the Ritz Hotel in Paris on the fateful night of the accident 


He may have been the firvi witness at the 
accident .scene. 

“I helped a passenger in the front seat, 
who turned out to he the bodyguard, and l 
helped a young woman behind who was 
Lady Di. hut I didn’t recognize her.” the 
doctor said later. “She was like this (Mail- 
lie/ lowered his chin onto his chest) and 
she was unconscious. 

"She was moaning and gesturing in 
every direction, and in that position, when 
you are unconscious, you can't breathe. So 
I lilted her head up and helped her breathe 
with an oxygen mask." 

The Paris fire brigade got an emergency 
call .it 12:27 am. apparently from one of 
the plmiiigrapliers trailing Diana. Mean¬ 
while. j number of men with cameras 
swarmed around ihe wreckage "as though 
they were mosquitoc-." said eyewitness 
Jack Firestone. 42. a visiting tourist from 
New York. ’There was no movement of 
one human being trying in help another 
human being.” 

Helnieted firemen arrived at the scene in 
minutes. But it now appears that they may 


have neglected to alert the SAMU. or 
emergency medical services. The SAMU 
learned of the cur wreck in a separate call 
from a witness at the scene and. according 
lo some reports. ID minutes went by dur¬ 
ing which dispatchers verified that it was 
not a bogus alarm. 

When they finally arrived in the pale, 
artificial light of the underpass. SAMU 
paramedics got to work on Diana. For 30 
minutes. Ihey gave her painkillers and 
tried to treat her wounds. The initial diag¬ 
nosis was "not catastrophic." a rescue offi¬ 
cial remembered: head trauma, multiple 
fractures to a shoulder and thigh. The prin¬ 
cess also had regained at least a state of 
semi-consciousness, said a lew words and 
seemed confused and agitated. 

Her most grievous wounds were hid¬ 
den: massive Weeding from internal inju¬ 
ries. The princess was rushed to La-Pilic- 
Salpetrierc hospital, one of the French 
capital's largest, abuul lour miles away nn 
the Left Bank. 

It was now five minutes past 2 am. and 
doctors at La Pilic-Sai pel Here found 


Diana was suffering from massive chest 
injuries and bleeding. She went into car¬ 
diac arrest soon after arrival. Blood—more 
than 20 pints, by one count—was trans¬ 
fused into her. Doctors bore a hole in her 
left pulmonary vein. The tear in the vital 
blood vessel was mended. 

For two hours. Diana’s unresponsive 
heart, which had slopped healing on its 
own due to massive blond loss in her 
chest, was given urgent outside stimula¬ 
tion. by electric shock and manually. 
“With these kinds of injuries, heroic meas¬ 
ures are called for hut are very rarely suc¬ 
cessful." said Dr Alistair Wilson, a British 
emergency surgeon. 

About 3 hours after the crash, physi¬ 
cians decided nothing more could he done. 
At 4 am. a doctor at the hospital, with ihe 
French interior minister by his side, 
announced that Prineess Dianu was dead. 
The hospital chaplain, a Roman Catholic 
priest, prayed over Diana's body. ■ 

/-A TimeS’Washuiglitn Post 
News Service 
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We save you more 


The - moM pleasurable chopping 
experience .. It’s just about 
every thing you need, at low prices 
Xmm.ifi-7ih Circle Tel 814129 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PAGE PLEASE 
CALL ADVERTISING SECTION 
652380 - 645380 
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Home of the Char Grill 
Speciafizedin 
Cajun Steak 
Fish Chicken 

Open Daily 12:30 pm. -Midnight 
Staieisani above Chili House 

Tel 693053 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 


Amman Tel; 607193 
P o.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darorl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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New Style Of Flower 
Arranging Serving All 
Kinds Of Parties 
From A-Z, By Our 
Qualified Florists^and 
Landscape Gardener 
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-Hut 

World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now al Pizza Hut ” 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahlty vah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily / 2:00-3:SOp.m 
7:00- Midnight 


ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

0 lucich 

<3 Body skin ireuimen: 

O Make-up 

O European manicures <£ 
pedicure .r 

Qweider Trading Est 
Tel: 695049 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314l31/£. 
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Providing Pay As You Use’packages: 

NETS ‘Ramps-On’ to 
the Internet 


NATIONAL EQUIPMENT & 
Technical Services (NETS) 
have announced ihcir lull Inier- 
nci on-line service this month, 
amidst much enthusiasm due to 
the fact that il actually offers 
’Ramp On" facilities from the 
NETS bulletin hoard service 
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Apple’s new Mac operating system, Raphsody: 

Inter-‘face’ lift needed 


By Jahra Ghneim 

Spi-L-hd to The Star 
FEW DISAGREE about the 
specifications of hardware and 
operating systems con lieu ra¬ 
tions that will serve computer 
users three to six years from 
now. It is expected that 32-bit. 
and may he 64-hil. operating 
systems will be the standard. 
They will definitely he multi¬ 
tasking and multi-threading. 
Future operating systems will 
also he scalable." supporting 
multiprocessors. giving users an 
unprecedented speed and 
efficiency. 

Musi importantly, all future 
operating systems and computer 
hardware will have solid net¬ 
working capabilities built-in. A 
look at 

operating systems under con¬ 
struction now. such as the 
BeOS. Rhapsody. NT 5.0. and 


even new versions of the Unix 
operating system such as 


the Plan-9, will confirm this 
trend. 

With all these 
operating systems 
promising a high 
level of perfor¬ 
mance and sta- r. // 
bilily. it . • ' V 

should he • .. 



difficult in 
picking the 
operating 
system that 
is most suit¬ 
able for you. 

Add to this 
the fact that all 
of these operat¬ 
ing systems will 
be' able to run 
cross and multi platform 
programs using engines such as 
the Java Virtual machines, 
which seem to be incorporated 


in every new version or release 
of an operating 
system. 

So. one might 
ask. what will be 
the criteria upon 
which users will 
lean to choose an 
OS. 

One answer 
might he the num¬ 
ber of applica¬ 
tions 'available for 
the platform, or 
the industry’s 
support for it. 

The availability of 
rapid application devel¬ 
opment tools RAD 
promise to ease pro¬ 
gramming and increase 
the number of applica¬ 
tions available. Apart 
from all these points, the fact 
remains that what will make or 
break OS’s in the future is the 
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user interface. New OS’s are 
incorporating web technologies 
into the heart of the user inter¬ 
face. Microsoft has embedded 
its browser so deep into the 
new release of its new OS that 
you can't lell ihe difference 
"between ihe browser and ihe 

desktop. 

Communicator, the new ver¬ 
sion of Netscape Navigator 
dues almost the same thing. 
Within a vcir. you will use an 
OS that has built-in GroupW.irc 
products that allow you u» coop¬ 
erate with co-workers and share 
schedules with them via the 
web. You will browse your 
hard disk in the same way you 
browse the Internet. In addition, 
your desktop will have embed¬ 
ded applets (most probably 
written in Java) and content 
fn<m the net or your local net¬ 
work will he available to you 
using PUSH software. Users 
will also he able to have access 
lo ihcir desktops from any 
machine on the network, which 
is a feature supported operating 
systems and shells like Rhap¬ 
sody and Hnjava Views. 

It seems that this general 
design has become the stan¬ 
dard. We still have to wait and 
sec which particular design will 
rule. 

With all the content that is 
being literally pushed at us 
through the Internet, we need a 
user interface that represents 
more than a cosmetic surgery to 
the current design. Wc need 
something more solid we can 
interface'with, something that 
can save us lire trouble of look¬ 
ing through the megabytes of 
data we accumulate every 
week. In addition the system 
should be able to index all of 
this information in a searchable 
form. 

Some may say that this is the 
function of utility programs, 
however it should be built right 
into the OS. These services are 
as essential as the file manager 
or the finder. The BeOS adopts 
such an approach were all files 
arc indexed and can be found 
and classified according to sub¬ 
jects or any other criteria. This 
enables users to track all files 
relating to a specific subject. Il 
is definitely easier than search¬ 
ing for a file name or a key¬ 
word. Also in the works, is a 
user interface called lifestream. 
Li lest ream organizes files 
chronologically, allowing users 
to track files according to their 
order in the stream. 

In short, interfaces need to be 
intuitive, simple, and should 
allow you to find whatever you 
need fast, and above all they 
need to be easy to leant. 

I believe that none of the 
operating systems today match 
all of these criteria. If some OS 
can match these criteria, then its 
worth throwing away all our 
current OS's and shifting to 
such a new OS. A new and use¬ 
ful user interface is more than a 
demand, it is a necessity. 
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(BBS). 

NETS is the third company to 
offer Iniemct on-line services in 
Jordan, following Global One 
and INDEX. Naturally, in a new 
enmpetilive environment. NETS 
also has many surprises in its 
pricing plans. 

For'stutters. the basic rate lor 
an hour on the Internet is 
offered at JD l.hO. and users 
can utilize very few house every 
month, thanks to the "Pay As 
You Use’ system that NETS 
applies. This system is a true 
achievement in programming 
terms, especially seeing as 
NETS had to build the integra¬ 
tion hetween its BBS and the 
Internet completely by itself— 
without depending on external 
help. The result is a ‘Ramp On' 
system similar to that of great 
service providers worldwide like 
America On Line. 

What basically happens is 
that users logged into NETS 
have the option to go into the 
BBS. at no extra cost as they 
have already paid their subscrip¬ 
tion fees, or they cun jump onto 
the Internet with the click of an 
icon that reads ‘Internet Gate¬ 
way*. Immediately, and without 
the need to dial up a separate 
iiumher. you can start surfing. 
What's more, by simply going 
hack lo the BBS. exiting the 
Internet, (he system realizes that 
you arc no longer un-line and 
hilN you only for the time you 
spent! Hopping on and off" as 
you please, means that there is 
actually no need to pre-pay 
c* er\ month for Internet use. as 
you can settle your account at 
ihe need of the month based on 
how long you chose to use the 
sen ice! 

For users who prefer to pre¬ 
pay for their Internet activities, 
and who arc not NETS BBS 
superscribers. their arc pricing 
plans which arc quite competi¬ 
tive. As is the case with Index 



and Global One. packages-start 
from 6 hours a month and go all 
ihe way up to unlimited access, 
all throughout the month, for a 
sum as little as JD 90. 

“To provide every user with 
his/her need, we are offering 
both 'pay as you use’ and pre¬ 
payment for hours schemes.** 
said Mr Marwan Junta, general 
manager of NETS. 

"We realize that their is a 
huge potential for Internet on¬ 
line services in Jordan, and with 
dropping prices we expect 
many more users to go on-line, 
but we also understand that cer¬ 
tain users are more price con¬ 
scious than others." added Mr. 
Juma. “that’s why we provide 
something for everyone.” 

For more information on 
NETS on-line and Internet ser¬ 
vices. contact the Sales Depart¬ 
ment on telephone 5510101. ■ 
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Do you have a headache? 4 


SOMETIMES. AMIDST our rush to adopt all that rS;MW^^ 


in technology, we seem to disregard an i 

tension and physical • —-- 

harm- that could affect I ■ .1 
us as computer users. -.. 1. 

According, to scien¬ 
tists and researchers 
who advocate ‘healthy 
computing*, there are so 
many side effects to 
intensive computer use. 

Now. we all know about 
the eye-strain resulting 
from looking into a 
computer screen all day. 
and we are also aware 
of the harm caused to 
our postures from 
unsuitable seating and 
awkward positioning of 
computer equipment on 



desto: tat have you ever stopped.to 
noise pollution caused by a humming computer fait 
the general noisiness of clicking away a 

^Actually, reports show that the 'noise pollution- 
bv computers is equivalent to that ol a ‘conycreano 
other words, the stress on your car and your sei 
general is very similar! , '© 

Many computer manufacturers are already. v res, 
to this issue, by introducing silent computers*. A 
example is the new AST Bravo MS system. Measured 
noise units, this system was lound to decrease the r»i 
of a typical Pentium PC by about 7U pcrcenu. Addi 
that a quite, eco-friendly monitor that .dissipates, 
heat, and a ‘silent click* keyboard: yrnf w i IF feel ji 

of difference. .... ’ ’ : - ..I-. — 

Personally. I can understand this argument; A*roosb, 
every room I walk into that has running cumputers ^r. 
fers from all these noises, most prominent of which is i 
annoying, humming sound of power generators oyaiw. 
monitors: and over healed computers! i;.J- 

Come to think of it. most of us should take timtfxH 
away from our computers to hear the soundspTn atjibs^; 
quiet afternoon or evening in the not so distant - ooht*' 
side should provide a shocking realization, that Viir.b 
ies are being ‘polluted’ with excessive noise, ylicks"., 
all sorts of strain! .-v:!^ 

Soon, computer manufacturers and users -aWcejlriW-* 
realize the importance of a more healthy.work: - ph*c*s> 
That's when using our computers will become as a- seadfcjk 
less task as watching roses grow in your gat'dcr>!;;JU^^> T 
imagine how beautiful that could ta! ■ 






JCS announces plans for METS 


PREPARATIONS ARE under¬ 
way for the Middle East Tech¬ 
nology Show i METS) '97 to be 
held in Amman nn J) 
November. 1997. 

METS is an annual event 
that brings together companies 
from ihe information icchnoJ- 
ogv and computer sectors, and 
is the largest event of its kind 
in the country: with well over 
thirty /yirxicipaiing companies 
and visitors exceeding 15.000 
computer enthusiasts and 
professionals. 

U is organized by the Jordan 
Computer Society iJCS«. who 
works hard every year to intro¬ 
duce improved services and 
facilities for exhibiting 
companies. 

This year, the show is being 
held under the slogan "Informa¬ 
tion Technology Solutions', 
and is expected ro focus on Jor¬ 
danian software development 
companies whose skills and 
quality products ore penetrating 


the whole region. Also, you can 
expect to see a lot of activity 
among Internet Service Provid¬ 
ing companies as the Internet 
scene in the country is healing 
up. low-anis the end of this 
year. 

Mr Hussein Sisan. chairman 
of the METS ‘9/ organizing 
committee at the JCS, stated 
that this year’s show is 
expected to attract a large num¬ 
ber of participants, and w ill be 
fully serviced to the benefit of 
exhibitors and visitors. 
Already, around one thousand 
and three hundred square 
meters of space have been 
booked this year, and the main 
sponsors of the show have been 
announced I BYTE Middle 
East. Arabia On Line. Com¬ 
puter. Networking Services. 
Access. Aramex. T.E.N. and 
Fun Directory). 

Mr Stsan also stated that 
there were on-going talks with 
representatives of the Palestin¬ 


ian Chamber of Commerce lo 
explore the possibilities of hav- 
ing a special pavilion at METS 
*97 for Palestinian computer 
and information technology 
companies. 

As for transport arrange¬ 
ments. the organizers will 
ensure Iree transport by bus 
from the Seventh Circle area to 
and from the exhibition loca¬ 
tion. Security facilities arc also 
taken care of with upgraded ser¬ 
vices. offered by a specialized 
security company. 

Concerning the promotion 
campaign, there will be adver¬ 
tising for the show in the local 
Arabic and English press, and 
in Middle Eastern magazines. 
Aiso. television and radio will 
be used to promote the event 
This year, METS ‘97 will also 
have a comprehensive Web¬ 
site. AU in all. METS is an 
opportunity that should not be 
missed by companies seeking 
an excellent promotional oppor- 



Mr Hussein Sisan, fiom V&T : 


METS l 97 organizingf^r^ 


committee 


% • • • —- r 7. 

luniiy. After alk ii on^V.takes;! 
place once a year..... !-. : :’;© 

For more infonndtioh^a 
METS ‘97. contact the-Jortla^ 
Computer Society fJCSI.ta . 
ephone 683549, ■ - •';! •!■©©£. 
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England World Cup plans 
haunted by Diana tragedy 




•• 



LONDON—England manager Glenn Hod- 
die admits he is not sure what sort of 
atmosphere his team will stride out to at 
Wembley for Wednesday’s World Cup 
qualifier against Moldova. 

A nation still in mourning for Diana, 
Princess of Wales, will demand a suitable 
tribute from England's first international 
since the tragedy of her death. 

Bui Hoddle's men must get their heads 
down to the task in hand and pick up the 
three points against Moldova which will 
keep alive their hopes of coming from 
behind to pip Italy for group two 
victory. . 

And the coach is 
aware that the bal¬ 
ancing act must be 
right both on and 
off the pitch if Eng¬ 
land are to remain 
on World Cup track 
in -front of a sellout 
crowd of 75,000. 

“I don’t know what the atmosphere and 
emotion will be like.'* said Hoddle. “I'm 
not sure and I don’t think anybody can be. 

“I’m sure a lot of people 
all round the world will be 
watching that game. So 
it's a question of sensing 
the mood. 

"No-one can acuiolly 
say how we‘11 find things. 

The atmosphere will be 
there and will unfold tat 
you can’t pre-judge what 
the mood will be like." 

Undoubtedly there will 
be a sombre edge to the 
occasion, and while Elton 
John, invited to sing the 
National Anthem, is on 
duty overseas, his newly- 
released tribute re¬ 
recording of. ‘Candle in 
the Wind' is likely to be 
played to the crowd. 

There ; are fears, how¬ 
ever, that by playing the 
record the game might 
unwittingly be trans¬ 


formed more into a wake, and there would 
be obvious problems in following Elton’s 
heartfelt words with the now-obligatory 
'Three Lions*. 

Hoddle, however, feels the tribute 
reconi should be played. “It wouldn't be 
when the players were anywhere near," 
said the coach. 

‘‘We’ll be wearing a black ribbon or an 
armband. We’ve had a chat and the boys 
have decided to donate their 
... ... match fees to the Princess’s 
charity. 

‘There is another aspect 
There might be people who 
aren’t aware of the record and 
this would let them know it 
was going to be available. 
75,000 there might go and buy it It 
would be a way of starting to sell iL 

“But we know that people will be look¬ 
ing for a positive atmosphere as well. And 
there's a job to be done, no two ways 
about it 

“Many people bad to go back lo work 
yesterday morning. We’ve got to do it 
tomorrow, put our professional head on. 


—- 



England team. 


and get the three points that there^.?.y+ 

Hoddle added: "We have tt?' lift jfebjpK. ; 
by putting on a performance to \wtf 6e 
match, because we have to get three pois&£, 
so we can go to Rome to win the grou p.- 
‘That's what the professkmal lw^d1efe.'l 
us. Whether we win 1-0 or 7-0, winn^ 
the game is the bottom line. '.; . .. l ‘ \ 
“The icing on the cake would be .to'pet© 
form really well and get people off'Che© 
seats and cheering England on. j©©; 

“We know the nation viiil©be 
together again, if for a completely 
reason to last weekend. It's one thaki^Sf^ 
felly will lift people. ‘ . © 

“If something positive can happc&s^^-. 
in the game, maybe a goal after/wl®?© 
utes, it could go through the roof r >->^g^:-. 

“We want to get people off their.'' ’ 
and realise there’s a game of football! 

“It’s got to be like that. For 90' ‘ 
everybody, the players^ the man 
and the crowd have got to put'on a 
sionai face. 

Trial tragic event , is still 
we've got to get back to doing 
and our business." . :-yj 

Moldova have 
Hoddle's 
black ribbons 
their shirts. 

Moldova ' Gbach; 

Caras said:--T7ie^ 
world - . regretted, 
bereaved the 
Diana. We ; ,-ex] 
shock amL sense- , 
and grief for;Diar&’ 

Caras added: 
facing one of the 
teams in world so»^T ; ; 
This is one of 
est — if not the/strang*^ 

-— groups in ihe-quawy^ : 
inground. 

Tt is a tremend^^ 

opportunity to ..leatra 

gain experience: 

Moldova Have' 
five of their groiifr 
so far. scoring 
and concedi 
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